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BACK TO BASICS

Track testing nine Showroom Stock Sports Cars, the entire field
in SCCA’s newest class. Not a fair group, exactly,
but certainly sporting.

PHOTON &Y 208 LSS

HIS COMPARISON TEST is not the ordinary sort of compan-

son test. In the normal course of events the stall selects

a group of comparable cars—ecopomy sedans, say, or
sporting GTs on the basis of roughly equal size. price and intent,
We put them through a standard series of 1ests and vote on
which car performs normal transportation and entertainment
functions best,

We are not going to do that here. This group of cars is a
big one and it varies widely indeed when considered on the
basis of price or even what the maker intended the car to be,
The tests to which the cars were submitted are not the usual
tests; some were invented for this occasion. And we did not
decide which cars 10 have in the group.

The Sports Car Club of America did that. Goaded by
members who believe that a sports car club should have events
for roadgoing sports cars, the SCCA has created a new racing
class: Showroom Stock Sports Cars. The sports cars will run
with the Showroom Stock Sedans that began racing in SCCA
last year and will compete under the same basic rules, their
essence heing that the cars must have full safety equipment
(roll bars, safety hamnesses, fire extinguishers, etc) but otherwise
be raced exactly as they come from the dealer’s showroom.
Not even optional wheels or gear ratios are allowed. As an
equalization factor all cars may use 165.section radial lres,

any DOT-approved brand but in the diameter that fits the stock
wheels be they 13+, 14-, or 15-inch. Having created the class,
the SCCA filled it with a selection of models, which must be
esther 1972 or 1973 model year. The cligible cars are: Fiat 124
Sport Spider; MGB; MGB-GT; MG Midget: Opel GT 1900
VW-Porsche914 1.7; Triumph GT6; Triumph Spatfire 1500, and
VW Karmann Ghia,

Before we discuss inequities or cars which should be on the
list but aren’t. we must understand that the intent of the class
is to have fun, to provide racing for club members in a wide
varicty of cars. The SCCA doesn’t mind one bit that all the
major sports car makers have at least one model on the st
And this class is not supposed to prove anything about the
ments of the cars.

The oniginal plan was to have a $3000 price ceiling, but that
failed because there weren't enough cars on the list. The limit
was raised 10 $4000—with special dispensation for the 914—while
the less expensive cars were retained. If there are o many
imbalances the SCCA retains the right o delete models. Or
if another model comes o mind-say the Saab Sonett—-it can
be added to the list.

So this is not an equal group, Some of these cars are going
t0 be faster than others. With that in mind, perhaps we should
agree now that there will be no proclamation involving the
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a large engine can outrace an older, cheaper sports car with
a smaller engine wouldn't require tests anyway

What we will look at is the particulars: what cach car will
do on a race track and why it does it. When we compare cars
that way, we'll learn something about both the cars and racing,

One more item about equality. Last August R&T tested nine
brands of radial tire, Tires are not the same; a Datsun 2407
would corner at 0.745g on Michelins and (.713g on Yokohamas,
and would stop from 60 mph in 138 ft on Pirellis and 151
ft on Bridgestones. Tires make a difference and there’s no sense
comparing a Fiat on Michelins to an MG on Dunlops. This
is 4 car test. To elimipate the tire factor, then, we obtained
a spare set of wheels for cach of the nine cars and fitted each
wheel with a Semperit STT M 401 165SR, in 13, 14 or 15-in
diameter. The Semperits performed very well in the August
tire fests, so we knew they'd make cach car do' its best while
ensuring that we were testing only the car.

The Tests

ECAUSE THE cars in the group were picked by the SCCA

to be raced against each other, the tests involved here are

strictly for track purposes. No consideration was given 1o daily

use; no worry about trunk space, door width or miles per gallon
We wanted to see what the cars would do on the track.

The first checks were preliminary, part of our normal test
procedure, measunng accelerstion from rest 1o sel speeds and
set distances. That's the standard way cars are compared, with
0-60 mph and the standing quarter-mile times and so forth,
and we thought we should have these figures for reference,

But those standard figures mean hitthe on a track. SCCA races
are begun with rolling starts, usually at 40 mph or more, for
safety reasons. A racing car never makes a 0-60 run unless
s coming oul of the pats or the weeds. What matters on the
track s acceleration out of corners and down the straights

l'o measure that, we went o Riverside Igternational Race-
way, specifically to the exit of rn 7A. This is a slow right-
hander, the second hall of an ess, leading onto the back
straightaway. The speed out of this turn naturally varies with

the cornenng capability of the car—a point we'll cover next—but
for a stock sports car the average speed past the exit is abont
40 mph, Each car was taken through the turn in 2nd gear as
fast as it would go and then accelerated through the gears o
the markers warning of the end of the straight. Each car was
umed from the exit both 1o a brdge at midpoint and 10 the

markers, We reasoned that this, the amount of time it takes
to cover the strasght, means more than times from rest to speed

Cornering power was measured two ways. First was our
standard skidpad, timing the cars around a circle of 100-1t radius
with the tires set at pressures which our experimentation showed
would improve comering. That's what anybody racing a car
would do first, especially if the rules forbid doing anything
else,

Next we built a “square circle.” This is a racing technique,
On the skidpad were placed four corners, ¢ach marked with
& pylon on the inside and two pylons on the outside, like the
gates on a slalom course. Steady-state comernng power is a
valid test of a car and certainly useful for comparisons, but driving
through a corner is a question of transients, A car must be
driven into a tern, around it and out of iL, passing from straight
ahead to the limit of lateral adhesion and back to straight ahead.
The corners were located close together, so that a car's acceler-
ation and brakes wouldn't be a factor: No sooner was a car
posnted straight again than it was time for the next tum. Each
car was driven around the square as fast as possible and tmed,
The round skidpad measures a car's steady lateral capability;
the square circle measures speed through a real-world corer.

The braking test was also based on the demands of racing,
Full stops are not supposed to be required, but braking from
high speed to comering speed in the shortest possible distance
is needed. The less distance needed 1o stop, the more distance
that can be covered at speed

Each car was accelgrated o 80 mph, then braked at the
maximum usable deceleration (meaning with good steering
control) down 10 40 mph, with our fifth wheel and ¢lecironic
counter recording the distance covered while the brakes were
on

And there was a test for pructical top speed. There aren’t
many race tracks with enough space for cars of even this moder-
ate power o reach their true maximums. Some tracks have
longer straights than other tracks, though, and here top speed
15 important. so the nine cars were taken onto Riverside's far
corner, turn 8, and given a running start down the long. long
hill past the kink and onto the dragstrip. surely as long a run
as these cars will ever have in competition

The final and ultimate test was umed laps around a circuit.
By this time we knew which cars were quickest off the mark
and 1o wp speed, which cars went round corners best and which
stopped quickest. So we laid out a course, using Riverside’s
tums 7 and 8 and the two straights that connect them. A loop,




FIG. 1. GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

Fiat 124 Spider MGR MGB GT MG Midget
List Price S3867 $3545 $1875 $2689
Curb Weight, 1b 2180 2260 2180 1630
Test Weight, b * 253 259 2740 1993
ight Distribution (with driver),
fromt /rear, 90 $1/49 51/49 48/52 50/50
Wheelbase, in. $9.8 91.0 91.0 80.0
Track, front/rear $3.0/50.8 49.3/89.3 49.1/49.3 46.3/448
Length 1563 152.7 152.7 137.6
Width 63.5 0.9 59 549
Height 9.2 94 9.4 9.8
ENGINE
Displacement, ¢¢ 1608 1798 18 1275
Bhp @ rpm, net 94 @ 5600 ™ @ 5350 9@ 5350 55 @ 5500
Torque @ rpm, Ib-ft 94 @ 4000 94 @ 3000 94 @ 3000 67 @ 3250
DRIVE TRAIN
Transmission S.sp manual 4-5p maneal 4-sp manual 4-5p manual
Gear Ratios
1t 1.80 344 344 3.0
2nd 218 217 217 ) 1.92
3rd 1.41 1.38 1,38 1.3%
Ath 1,00 1.00 1.0 1.00
Sth 091 - — -
Final Drive Ratio 4,10 391 391 3,90
- - i S e =i~
Wheels 13x5 14 x 5% 14 x 514 13 x 4%
Tires (origmnal equipment) 165-13 155-14 ' 165-14 14513
Fromt i 3
o BEs  Dnm  one 0 one
Rear Suspension Live Axle, Live Axle, Live Axle, Live Axle,
Cenl Springs Leal Springs Leaf Springs Leaf Springs
Brakes Disc/Dise Disc/Drum Dist/Drum Disc,/ Drum
mostly, with a fast sweeping turn leading into a decreasing-  The Results

radius right that exits into a banked left, down the hill into
a sharp right, a left and another right, then uphill 10 the sweeper.
All the elements, then, that a car would face on any track,
We also had a variety of drivers: those stall members who
cither drive in races or have graduated from dnivers school
or both, plus contributors and former contributors with equal
qualifications, One of the latter drivers even wins races.

Blron e race, though, let’s go back to the first of the
series of tests. In Fig 2 are listed the results of the normal
times-to-speed and distance tests,

In daily driving as on the track, times 10 distance mean more
than times to speed. In that hight the cars can be ranked on
the basis of their quarnter-mile tmes and we found that acceler-

FIG. 2. ACCELERATION, STANDING START
Flat  Porsche MGE. Triumph  Opel MGE Triumph MG  Karmann
124 914 GTs GT GT Spitfire  Midget  Ghia
Time 1o distance, sec:
LAY R R T ot o e N K R U A e K ¢ hm i & e L s, L S 40
(17 11§ | R S A P U 3. 103... 105 .....106. 0k R [ GONIRRY - & SRR, [ 1 R 1.3
(1 R RN O A A N {3 FUPRERN | T SSERIORID | W frisiie 169 6.8, .....167, TNt s 169. ... 17.7
O30 fe(3dma) . .. ... RY R -5 TR ) ey | X Ry 19.6. .k SRR |1 RSURER, b BNk PRty | K
Speed at end of Y mi,mph . T40 B0 N0 740, y - & ARG T700.... . 665, ... 680 ... 65.5
Time 10 speed, sec:
0-30 mph_ .. 43 40 A o ojojohie 44 | R R 5.0 AT eterey 7 L 53
L d R T 6.5 6.3 A9 . coolS 6.2 1.5 y o RRrtiosg ¢ . SRR &1
OMimphy. i) e s i e Ol L - SR | T SRR B AN 9.1 10.7 X560 [ Iy (R 122
O mph S e s 125 v b R &y FE 126.  » I KARAS 146... .. 160, .. .. 1 AT 17.5
OTmph. .. ... 169...... 17.5 o L SRR 128.. ) [ PRARS 202 28...... A8 ... 248
D PN s s R A A B M40 ZVE AN B < aalhe 266..... 2.5 U AR LR SR 96
O OB o bonansfobioheenoris 1 & (PR 34.2 Y N R Oy A i S P S s o E X




Opel GT Porsche 914/1.7 Triomph GT6 Triumph Spitfire VW Karmann Ghia
$31346 S4275 $3765 S2895 $2800
2015 2150 A28 1735 1960
2350 2510 230 210§ 2285
55/45 49/51 56/44 §3/47 42/58
95.7 96.5 830 83.0 0.5
9.4/50.6 524/540 49.0/51.0 49.0/50.0 51.3/82.7
1619 1594 149.0 149.0 163.0
62.2 65.0 8.5 58.5 64,3
474 484 47.5 475 52.0
1897 1679 1998 1493 1584
75 @ 4300 76 G 49500 79 @ 4900 57 @ SO00 46 @ 4000
92 @ 2800 95 @& 2700 97 @ 2900 73 0 3000 72 @ 2800
4-sp manual S.4p manual 4-5p manual d-sp manual 4-5p manual
343 309 265 175 3.78
216 1.89 1.78 216 206
1.37 1.26 1.25 .39 1.26
1.0 0.93 1.00 100 093
-— 0.71 - = —

3.4 441 3.7 189 388
front engine/ mid engine, fromt engine, fromt engine/ rear engine/
rear drive rear drive rear drive rear drive rear drive
13x35 15 x 444 13 x 414 13 x 434 IS x 414
165-13 155-13 15513 52013 6.00-15
ll\dero«m(. Independent, Independent, Independent, Independent,
Leal Sprng Torson Bars Cail Springs Codl Springs Torsion Bars
Live Axle, Independent, lndtr_odcm. In :udpnl, Independent,
Conl Springs Coil Springs Leal Spong Leal Spring Torsion Bars
Disc/Drum Disc/Disc Disc/ Drum Disc/Dryum Disc /Dyum

aton from rest is a function of power-to-weight modified by
gearing: we have the Fiaw the most powerful car in the class,
crossing the line first; then come the 914, the MGB. the GT6,
the Opel, ete. The GT6%s relauvely tall final dnve gears put
it behind the MGB despite the MG's greater weight. The gap
5 not as wide as the spread in power-to-weight would lead
one W expect, however, The Ghia has half the power of the
Frat and is the slowest of the nine, but even so it lags by only
2 sec a1 the finish, On the basis of a normal road test, we'd
have 10 say that the dilference in performance is not extreme.

But let’s move to the track. In Fig. 3 we have the times from
turn TA 10 the shut-off markers at the end of the straight. There

are three times for cach car; the total from corner o marker,
from the comer to the bridge, and from the bndge o the
marker. Interestingly, the order has changed. The hightweight
Opel has moved from ffth place at the drags o first past the
marker, The GT6 is as dlose behind the Opel here as the Opel
was behind the GT6 from a standing start. And the Fiat has
moved back to third, Yet the power and weight hasn't changed
at all, But the use of gears and engine speeds for this test is
different. The Opel has a tall final drive. Note that it's especially
quick from the comner 1o the bridge: it came through the comer
at peak wrgque in second gear, with plenty of space left on
the wachometer, and was peaking in third as it reached the

FIG. 3, RACE ACCELERATION
Times from Corner 7A to Two Peints

In Scconds
Corner Bridge Corner
to to o
Bridge Marker Marker
Opel GT. AR g, | 8 R . 181
Triumph GT6 134 . R b .. 18.2
Fuat 124 APRUEEN v 7 RGO NN 49. .. ....183
MGB e 138 SIIOL, | | REENECNgY | ¥
MGB GT .. = 139 49. .. ......188
Porsche 914 . 139 . . ¥ 190
Triumph Spitfire . 14.5 5) 196
MG Midges 14.5 54 199

VW Koarmann Ghia 14.6 95 24.1

! — —



F1G. 4. LATERAL ACCELERATION FIG, 5, SQUARE SKIDPAD FIG. 6. BRAKING DISTANCE
Round Skidpad Lap Times #0-40 mph
Pressure, Lateral Time, soc Braking distance, ft
F/R, psi  Accel, g MGB. ... 13.1 Pocsche 914..... .. 239
: MGB GT 13.1 Opd GT, .. ... 27

g o o P Porsche 914 13.2 MGBGT. ... 278
Parsche 014 N/ 0758 MG Midget . . 13.5 Fiat 124 : 280
Triumpb Spitfice. . 28/32. ... 0758 Ops O 2. sk B0 s o
Opel GT 32/32..... 0758 arasen Gbla.. .. .. ..0veeven 00 gy ried
S A e 0748 Triamph GT6 ... 138 MG Midget , W06
MGB GMT . 3 6{'30 0:7 " Triumph Spitfire 138 Triumph Spatfire 307
Trinmph GT6. ... .34/32 014S Fiat 124 140 Karmann Ghin. .. 225
Karmann Ghia 6/36......0713

shut-off marker. Thus it didn't bave w be dropped into a
relatively dead top gear for the siretch,

Same for the GT6, except that its gearing is taller still,
meaning that the GT6 is sull pulling strongly when it goes
past the marker—so strongly that it nearly closes the gap on
the Opel.

This works both ways. The Fiat is wound tight in second
at the corner and uses 3rd and 4th gears for this distance. The
MGB only needs 2nd and 3rd but it can't match the Fiat’s
power, the MGB-GT is heavier still, and so on. The 914 partic-
ularly suffers here as it comes with an overdrive 5th for the
open toad and a very low first gear for city starts. From a
standing start it gets a great leap forward and a good clapsed
time for the quarter mile. But once into the upper gears, the
lack of power and engine speed hurts it,

And the Ghia? Pure lack of power. For the first segment
of this test it's merely slow, lagging behind the others but not
by much. At the bridge, though, the Ghia is shified into top
gear and acceleration becomes merely perceptible as the gap
widens.

What all this means 15 that if all nine cars came through
twrn JA in a pack three wide and three deep, by the end of
the straight they would no Jonger be a pack. They would be
a string, with 6 sec between first and last.

But, you may think here, what about cornering power? Surely
these cars must vary in cornering power and this must infloence
the speed down the straight, Faster in, faster out, so to speak

Yes. But, In Fig. 4 we have the skidpad figures, taken (as
mentioned) with tre pressures adjusted o give each car its
maximum grip. Our first finding in this fest was that the cars
weren't all that far apart, not the way one would expect.

We knew from dnving the cars on the road that the MGs
were harshly sprung, that the Fiat was soft and comfortable,
that the 914 scemed both fiem and comfertable, We would
have projecied from theory and racing practice that the 914
would have been very good. And if we listened to folklore
we would have expected the Triumphs with their swing axles
and the Ghia with 1ts leaning front suspension 10 be both tricky
and slow

But it didn't work out this way. The MGB-live axle, leaf
springs, coal-cart suspension and all-went around the fastest.
Then came the soft Fiat, The sophisticated 914 tied with the
Spitfire, Midget and Opel. The extra weight of the MGB-GT
counts against it and the Ghia is at the back again. In its favor,
though, was the security with which the Ghia reached its maxi-
mum. The rear wheels jacked up a bit but the old-style front
suspension ensures that Ghia's stieady-state cornening 18 done
in an awitude of understeer, even 1o the inside front wheel
hifung off the ground

As an adjunctive lesson, we learned that some cars can gan
more from adjusted tire pressures than others. The Fiat, the
MGB-GT, the MGB and the 914 gained the most. But the
Midget gained only a tiny bit and the Spitfire didn’t gain at
all. More pressure simply made it skitter over the high spots.

But just driving around corners isn't our main interest here
In the squared circle, remember, we put each car into, through
and out of four turms.




Phe results of that are in Fig. 5. For once we don't have
a new name at the wp of the bst: The MGB was best here,
as it was going around the normal circle, But the MGB-GT
tied with it. That's a surprise, the explanation for which is buried
‘way back in the specification table.”The MGB-GT has more
weight on the rear wheels, is in fact tail-heavy whercas the
MGB has & forward weight bias. In this test, then, a car which
can be coaxed into or natorally tends to oversieer does well
In & ught turn, the understeering car must be forced around,
front wheels scrubbing off speed. The oversteering or neutral
car can be pointed, wagged and straightened out. The 914 has
gained on cars which at formerly only equaled, And look at
the Ghia—betier than both Triumphs and the Fiat! The later
cur looked especially poor in this test. It understeers and rolls
and does not do well in sharp changes of direction, despite
s good showing on the normal circle

The 914 has the mid-eagine’s low polar moment of inertia
as well as what we judged 10 be the best and most precise
steenng. With enough power at a high enough speed, the tail
can be provoked into a slide. And the front end darts toward

the inside of a turn the instant the throttle is closed. So the
car could be hurled about with great gusto. We let it drift wide
under power into the turn, whipping it sideways by lifung off
and finging the tul around with more power as the inside
front wheel bounced off the ground. It all felt great and looked
spectacular, but all that flamboyant flinging about only
scrubbed off speed and tire tread. The best times for the 914
came with the car driven carefully and tdily

The Opel displayed a chronic problem: in a tight turn the
inside rear wheel lifts, the engine races, the tire spins and the
car just sits there until the speed and the wheel both drop.
I'he Opel didn't come out of the turns fast, then, because it
couldn’t power o,

Only in the braking test did the cars perform according to
expectations, Fig. 6 shows the 914 best, slowing from speed
in the shortest distance. That's what vou'd expect from four
disc brakes and a slight rearward weight bias,

The Opel, MGB-GT. and Fiat were as casy o control as
the 914 was but didn't have the stopping power. The MGB's
weight distribution hurt it more than its lighter weight helped
it The GT6 swerved under maximum pressure and the Spitfire
and Ghia both tended to lock up wheels if pushed.

And we discovered an interesting thing about which perhaps
we shouldn't tell you, The Fiat has vacuum assisted brakes,
wo much assisted in our opinion. This makes controlling the
briakes difficult, so one of our guest dnivers popped under the
hood and pinched the vacuum line shut, What the SCCA
technical inspectors would say about this we don't know. But
it did make the Fiar's braking casier 10 modulate,

[his 1est had the widest variation among the cars. If we can
assume that the cars are all bunched up on the straight, heading
fast for a slow comer, then the car which needs the longest
distance 1o slow down must be the first one 1o get off the power
and onto the brakes. From the bunch, then, the Ghia drops
out first, then the Spitfire, then the Midget, and so on.

This is compounded in that the cars don't slow down from
the same speed, As we've seen from the acceleration figures,
they won't reach 1op speed at the same time. And as we see
n Fig, 7. the wop speeds reached by a downhill run from the
far corner of the track vary from car 1o car. The Fia, for
example, hit 3500 rpm in 5th, below the redline. And the 914
never aceded Sth at all. At the other end, the Spitfire, Midget
and Ghia are going as fast as they can go, albeit not very fast

Now we have all the measured data on acceleration, handling
and braking. We know which cars are the quickest from rest
and from slow corness, which cars go around comers and
through turns better than their competition, which cars stop
shortest and which go fastest’on the long straight. For a bring-
ing-together sort of tes1, we wanted to find out just bow impor-
tant cach of these factors is: is comering power as important
as engine power, does good braking make up for lack of speed?

So we arnve at Fig. 8, the lap umes for our road course.
The times shown are the result of many laps by several drivers,
each one of whom was doing his best in whatever car he had
at the ume. These figures don't quite speak for themselves.



FIG. 7, TOP SPEED FIG. 8. LAP TIMES
At Riverside
Time, sec

mph & rpm Triumph GT6 ...544
Fiat 124 101 @& 5500 Opel GT SRR 8.
Opel GT 98 G 5000 Porsche 914 e L & -
Triumph GT6 98 (@ 4300 MGB. . BRI - b
Porsche 914 | 96 @ 4100 Fiat 124 . 554
MGB GT 96 @ 5300 MGBGT .. .55.5
MGBE ™M@ S0 Triumph Spitfire SRRk, 4 |
Karmann Ghia 92 @& 4350 MG Madget .. 573
Triumph Spitfire 86 @ 5100 Karmann Ghia 58.3
MG Midget 85 @ 5200

All they tell you is which cars went around the circuit faster
than which others. Why and how come from subjective assess
ments from the drivers, given in the order of increasing lap
tmes,

Triumph GT6—-does everything well. Plenty of power, geanng
that lets the power be used in these conditions and good brakes
The car's natural understeer brings it around the fast sections
under control, and the power lets the driver fling the car around
the tight lums.

Opel GT-has power, like the Opel sedans that overwhelmed
the Showroom Stock class last year. And it corners and brakes
fairly well. What hurt the Opel GT was the lifting inside wheel.
The engine couldn't be used fully unul the car was pointed
straight ahead and cruising through the turns in 3rd gear was
as quick as sliding and spinning in 2nd p
VW-Porsche 91415 listed first in a tic with the MGB because
the fastest driver in the group said that if he just had enough
time to figure out how the 914 would go best he could beat
the MGB and the GT6 and Opel. You don’t get to the wianer's
arcle saving “if"™ but if the handling had been more flexible
or casier 10 learn. then maybe the 914 could have made up
for its lack of power. The 914 was a bit of a disappointment.
MG B-—has more than tradition going for it It feels harsh and
clumsy but doesn't look that way on the clocks, The MGB's
secret of success isthat a driver can usc everything the car has,
Fiat 124—is perhaps the best of the boulevard racers It has
a lovely engine, a lot of power and soft suspension. It under-
steers, but the Fiat was in fact the only car o spin during
the 1est. We leamed that the Fiat went best when driven gently
around the fast comers and wound to redline on the straights.
MGB-GT-take everything said about the MGB and add weight.
The good behavior through tight tumns is caused by the same
heavy tail that makes the coupe a handful in the fast turns
Now we know why all the MGBs in production racing are
convertibles.

Spitfire—lap times aren't everything, The Spatfire 1s better
balanced than the GT6, and it's more fun, Excellent throttle

response, so while the car's attitude varies with power, the power
can be properly controlled. The Spitfire just lacks speed. It's
deceptive, for though the Fiat felt slower than it was, when
our deivers climbed out of the Spitfire they went right to the
fimers expecting 1o have set a record or two. They didn’t, but
they enjoved trying

MG Midpet—won nobody's heart. The lack of speed was ex-
pected but the siff and vague steering, the roll oversteer, the
mushy front end and the general feeling of cramped obsoles-
cence were things we had forgotien, The Midget won't win
races because 1t doesn™t go fast,

Karmann Ghia—even slower than the Midget, but at least more
fun. Or maybe it's just the underdog aspect. Either way the
Gihia has a good ride and proper steering, and it can be driven
on the ragged edge without incident and with drama: what
fun to watch it hift s nside front wheel just hke a Porsche
911! The Ghia is out of contention here. It won't win, but
neither will it be disgraced

What Isave we proved? In terms of values, in deciding which
performance factors are most important on the track, the decad-
ing factor seems 10 be power. Power alone won't do it: witness
the Fiat. But when we check the results and find that the two
quickest cars down the straightaway finished one-two in lap
times, with the best-handling MGB and best-braking 914 tied
for third place, we are forced to conclude that getting from
comer to comer quickest will do more for a car than geting
through corners will,

Well, what of it? We already knew that the SCCA organizes
production sports car racing to provide an equal chance for
different makes and that Showroom Stock Sports Car racing
is supposed 10 be for the man who wants o race his car, win
or not,

For those who must win in Showroom Stock, the GT6 is
most likely to do it. For those who can afford a dual-purpose
car and tike to be comfortable going to and from the track,
the Fiat or the 914. For fun, the Spitfire, And to prove that
VW does make a sports car, the Ghia,




