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comes out of the turn, acosierating
toward the next. The othor comes
out backward, careeaing across the
trackside griess. It Is our Porsche
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Outstanding pit work by the Bodford
Poryche + Audi crow kopt PM's frolghs
train op track and oo schedule. The
rosrrangement of the bodywork was
courtasy of an errant Piate. Note

cleverly applied wiseel mark co the
Porsche’s doce. The factoey-backod

Chovy Camaro (right) tock pole, with
Bakeor placing cur Porsche in second.

the usual stuff. Freddy helps buckle me
in, and in & bit over two minutes, 'm
off.
Accslerating out af the pitg, | know
DVICYONe EXPECEs Mo 1o drive as hard as
Baker to hold ont the lead. Damn, [
think, this is no way 0 run an enda-
ANOK TA0H.

I get up to speed and try to relax
bahind the wheel. | push as hard as |
dare, thwoading through the many
slower cars as quickly and carefully as
possthie. With 40 cars on a two-mile
cowrse, the traffic at times scoms ke
rush bour. I keap reeninding mysalf that
thers are 22 hours to go In this mad-
ness

The Nelscn LedgesQuakor State
Longest Day, as the madness is called
(because 1's run on the weakend clos-
ast to the summear solstice, the day with
the most daybght of the year), has
become the country’'s second most
important 24-hour auto race, Actually,
the anly other oné is the famous Dayto-

el

na 24-Hour in Fobruary. Longest Day
was concetved three ysars ago by the
people who run the Nelson Ladges
track near Warren, Ohlo, and by the
Nartheast Ohio Region of the Sporns
Car Club of Amaorica (SCCA) for SCCA
Showroom Stock-class cars. Let's make
it fun, and inexpensive, they reasoned,
S0 alMost anyone can come ot and
play.

The first Longest Day took place two
surmamers 2go. | was on 8 dealer-spon-
sored Porsche team co-driving & Show-

room Stock A-class 924, Wo qualified
fastest and started from the pole, but
failed to finish. A factory-backed, pro-
fessdbanally run Ssab Turbo won thas
evant, and two of the codrivers in &k
were Rood 6 Track magazine editors.
Secordd place wemt 1o a facory-sssisted
Mazda RX-7 that was prepared, en-
tered and run by a eam from Car and
Dnver. Thus began the factory vs. fac-
tory and magazine vs. magazine tooth-
and-nall competition that has fast
become a Longest Day tradiion
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Last year, | co-drove another Porsche
924 encared by Forsche-Audi Motor
Caors of Bedford, Oliio. A now wrinkle
was provided with the coastion of a Pro-
totype class for cars not yet eligibls
under the strict Showroom Stock (une
modified except for safoty equipment)
rules, Ford responded by smering an
imgnaculately prepared Ford EXF for
Car and Driver and 3 matching Merou-
ry LN-7 for Road & Track. Also precent
were a pair of factory-assisted Datsun
2B0ZX Turbos, with drivers from Au-
toweak, tha weekly car magazine. On
Track magazine was also represonted.
Our Porsche 24 ended up the overall
winner in "81.

Wih the 1582 event locoking bigger
and better yee, the oppormunity seamaed
ripe for Fopular Mechanics w0 get
invalved,

Fred Baker of Bedford Porsche-Audi
and parmer Hob Niked were already
planning to repeat their 1981 win this
year with a brand-new Porsche S44.
Several hundred phone calls between
Baker and PM Executive Edsor Joo
Oldham and tho deal was struck It
would be a team effort between Fopu-
lar Mechanics and Bedford Porsche-
Audl. The drnvers would be Baker,
Nikol, mysolf and PM Auto Editor Tooy
Asserza. Oldham would act as toam
come from CRC Chemical and Good-
year

I glance up in my mirroe and one of
the turbo Mustangs, the Car and Driver
car, [s comng up fast from behind, He
has a bunch more horsepower and
more accelovation out of the turng than
I do, and it’s obvious that | can't hold
him off for long. A few laps later, he
rockets past on the Jong back straight, 1
try to stay with him and do for a while,
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distance. Again, 1 remind myssif that
there are many howurs to go.

More time and a loc move laps go by.
Sudddenly, | find mysell’ catching that
same Car and Driver Mustang again
The drwver is giving the car a breather,
not going as quickly as before. But as
soon as he soes e in his mirrors, he
picks up the pace. And the chase bagins

2q=n.

I artach the Porsche to his bumpear
like a tratler, drafting him as much as
passibie down the straights, crowding
him into the comers, occasionally stick-
ing a nose inmide him looking for a
chance 1o pass But every time I move
up alongsice, he turns in and chops me
Off 50 close | have to nall the brakes and
sometimes put a wheal off in the dut to
keep fram T-boning his doar.

We're three hours into a 24-hour
anduro and this Miot's driving it ke it°s
a 20-minute sprint. He flails at the
whoel ready and willng to wrock us
both rather than let me by. I normally
would be content (o follow at a prudent
distance. But he is going & second or
two a lap siower than I, holding me up,
costing us valuable time that might
make a diffarence latar on.

Apparently. the Mustang's brakes

ae hot now from his earfier, faster
Ppace. He brakes a lot sooner than | want
to for the fast, nght-hand tums cne and
two. He fends me off tdwough the third-
Qear, left-hand turn four and the long,
bumpy., decreasing-radius  Carousel
right, then pulls away cn power down
the back straighe. | catch him again at
the T10-mph, right-hand kink towerd
the and of the straight. As he brakes
shightly for iz, I sail chrough flat out at
8,000 rpm in fourth without lifting off
the gas.

Then | try another pass, golong nto
the next third-gear loft turn a bk doeper
uander braking. Tho Porsche’s plastic
nose almost gets crunched for my trou-
bia. [ foliow him theough the tight right
hairpin final turn, tuck In under his
bumpar, and try to stay with him accol-
erating down the front struight, past
the stantfinish and into tum one
agan

This goos on. lap after lap, turn after
turn. ! push him, making him use up his
brakes and tires and fuel But his tactics
Are getting on my nerves. If blocking
was racing. | think, this guy would be
national champion. [ keop hoping for a
mistake on his part, & bobbie, & miscue

{(Meass turn to page 1 34)
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of soene sort that will get him out of
shape Jong enough to let me siip by.
But it is oot he who makes the mis-
take. As [ rush up on his tadl for what
sooms Like the wumpteen-hundrodth
time caming out of the kink, therw is a
much slowsr car in the middie of the
trock. The Mustang ducks left. | try the
right, boping the other car will squeoeze
hitn off to the inside of the coming left
turm and leave me rootm around the out-
side. Instoad, it dodgoes right. | manage

to miss it but eod wup with all four
wheels [n the still-damp grass. One laxy
half-spin and a short wait for traffic lac-
er, | am underway. The Mustang is
Jong gone.

Abowt an hour later, our third driver,
Bob Nikel, gets hissell hit by a slower
car he is passing in the kink. He takes a
wild, spinning ride through the puckes
brush The car sucks up a jar of mud
and grass, and bends a left front fond.
er. But that would be our last mistake in
what would turm out to be an witrahigh-
pressure 24-hour sprint to the finish.

Wixh everyone congregating at the

ELECTRIC CIRCULATING HOT-WATER HEAT WITHOUT PLUMBING

track for Fridey moming practice, our
beautifully prepared, gleaming red
Popular Machanics Porsche 944 dafh
nitely looked like the car to boat. But
the competition was sSuper-sirong,
Ford's Special Vehiclke Operations
(SVO) group showed up with & brace of
prototype turbocharged, fuel-injected,
Inmercooled Mustangs for arch-rivals
Car and Dniver and Road & Track

Stiff competition

Ford's suppart was 50 deep that they
were able o pull the Car and Driver
Mustang off the track at 3:30 the noxt
moming after one of the drvers had
blown the engine, put an entirely new
ongine in the car, and have 1t back on
tho truack within four hours.

As it tumed out, however, the Ford
SVO threst never materialized and the
overkill was for naught, Thoy finished
in 33rd and 34th places owt of 40
cars.

Thers were slso & couples of fast 5.0-
Imer, four-Darmel, VEB-powersd PFroto-
typo Mustangs, ono co-driven by throo
past national champions, two of whom
ware Ford sngineers Toyots and Mz
AR ware reprasented by & pair each of
Prototype Caelica Supras and RX-7
GSLs, Chryslor hod 0 motched set of
Dodge Charger 2.2s in the Showroom
Stock B class. one of them fRoory-
ontavd. Pougeot also had & factory-
entared car, & 505 turbodiassl.

The media representsd by a varisty
of cars and/or drivers inchoded Car and
Dnver, Road & Track, Autoweek, Mo
tor Trend, On Track, Impore Car, Gal-
lory, The New York Times, and the TV
show, Motorweek [Nustrated And of
cCOursa, us,

But way down ot the for end of the
pits was the wsam that would give us
the most Mg an immacalate, stock:
looking but very trick Protccype Chev-
rolet Camaro 228 entared by Dick
Guldstrand Racing, but obvicusly f-
nanced and supported by Chevrolet

Everything wont well in practice that

The SOFTHEAT system lets you  FREE HEATING ANALYSIS o A el S A
coatrol cach room's heat individually For installations. Just ifying us seccnd on the grid, sbout a
— the best beating cost control you nn:sumbmm second back of the Camaro and a tenth
can hawe But safety and comfort are — —— —— —————— O & second up on the Car and Driver
ousstanding t00. Hot= Ml b turbo Mustang, Our car was wanderful,
water heat is clesn, doesnt dry the lm" its fully indepandent suspension, 5050
alr Warmsh b5 spread evenly by 10620 Sunset Office Detwe weight distribution (front engine, rear
coavection —no noisy blowers. |&l-hl06nn transmission) and four-wheel vented

with Tall s more abost SOFTHEAT disc brakes belping us make up in cor

many safety features. It's the heater () Portabie s nering and braking what we lost to the
you can live with. lDr-—-- [ 1 inchucte floce more powerful V8 and turbocharged
| plen: fx free whole bouse anabyss. cars on the stralghts. It was also very

- stable, forgmwing and casy to drive fast

T through the tums, even on the bumpy

MM | —. — Nelson Ladges surface. Its oaly vice

o was & tendency for the rear end 10 step

b Caranda, (ol (oo Land Procham, (ol 0068 Mo pa— - ot & bie under hard braking Into & tum

dammed, spoilered 544 looked Like o
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| Just as importantly, the flared, alr
! s car



