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The foundation for these fierce

competitors, the 1LE Camaro, is also

a specially constructed version of an
all-American favorite, To obtain one,
a special combination of options
must be ordered. The first step
comes in choosing a G92 optional
axle ratio, and LB9 50L V-E with a
MK five-speed transmission or a

L98 5.7L V-8 with an MX0 automat-

ic transmission, and no air condition
ing (A/C delete)!

When this is done, numerous op-
tions are included in the package
such as dual exhaust, 16-inch wheels,
245/50ZR 16 tires, heavy-duty ILE
disc brakes, engine oil cooler, GB0
Positraction, special fuel tank baffles,
an aluminum driveshaft, and special
deflected disc shocks; fog lamps are
deleted. Once all of the hoops have
been jumped through, one can take
possession of a true “limited produc-
tion™ vehicle. In 1986, fewer than
100 such cars were constructed,
Shades of the 1967 Z/28 Camaro
option.

From this point on, the Mecum
Racing 1LE gains an edge on its
original counterpart with increased
horsepower through blueprinting and
adjustments to the suspension. The
changes were reflected in 0.5-second/
5 mph improvements in quarter-mile
times. Because they utilize shaved
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tires, cornering has also been im-
proved. The overall vehicle weight of
3250 pounds is equal to that of a
“production ™ ILE, as removal of
certain interior trim pieces, spare
tire, and jack was offset by the addi-
tion of a rollbar and Halon fire
system.

To maintain consistency, crew
chief Matt Saran maintains six spare
rearends, four transmissions, and two
engines, and a host of other spares in
the truck at all times. (However, it
should be noted that after 70 racing
hours on one engine, only bearings

and seals were replaced, while the
rearends have yet to be changed.)
With their impressive perform-
ances in the Firehawk Series (the
Mecum team collected two wins in
the first three races in 1989), the
1LE Camaros have given notice as 1o

- just how good these cars truly are.

Considering the few differences be-
tween the race version, and those for
the street, the 1LE Camaro gives
new meaning to the term “'street rac-
er.” For those looking to go racing,
this just may be the car in which to
do sa!



,f

1989 CHEVROLET

CAMARO 1LE
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The right rear upright support of the rolicage
is also the mounbing point for the Halon fire
extinguisher. s nozzles are located across the
imerior.

The people from Mecum Racing took time out
af thelr winning season to be a part of CAR
CRAFT's 1LE comparison. From left 1o right Is
engine bulider JeH Kalowinskl, crew ohlef and
operobions manager Matt Saran, and driver
Mitch Wright who, with teamenate Mark Hutch-
ins, has oiready earned two first- and one sec-
ond-place finishes this season.

To mprave the averal braking of both the
production and race cars, 11.85-Inch-diameter
heavy-duty 1LE cisc brakes have beon added
In front. Rear disos are 11.65

Under i#s hood, the race car's 308 smal-block lcoks just as It came from the production iine.
However, ‘race preparations’ include blusprinting the engine and Injector to maximize perfor-
mance and relisbiity, This particulsr engine was raced for 70 hours using Mobil 1 oll. When re-
bullt, only the ssals and bearings wars replaced, though still In exoellent condition,
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