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Longest Day of Nelson: Porsche

l IT'S BECOMING *'old hat"* for Fred

Baker to win the Quaker State Longest
Day of Nelson 24-Hour showroom stock race at
the Nelson Ledges Road Course, it isn't because
he's ever had it casy doing s0.

This time Baker, along with teammates Jim
Busby and Rick Knoop — formidable assistance
if there ever was any — unveiled a pair of 1985
Porsche 944 Turbo prototypes, chassis Nos, 1
and 2, according to Baker, Lo win the race for his
third time in the five years it has been held, this
time by a whopping 84 miles or almost one hour
of lapping the 2.0-mile track.

Baker could have been excused for feeling
nervous about his chances this year because the
Porsche factory strikes caused his pair of cars to
hit the United States only Tuesday before the
race. *“They were broken-in driving from the
factory to the airport in Germany and then from
New York to Ohio,” he said.

Problems started immediately during
Wednesday and Thursday testing when an
exhaust manifold cracked, Electing not to pilfer
a part from the sole parts car, proper calls were
placed and within an hour somebody named
““Wolfgang'' was on a plane from Stutigart to
New York and Cleveland carrying two new
manifolds in his luggage.

BFGoodrich also came through with a new
245/45VR16 Comp T/A tire for Baker, one
which performed flawlessly, as BFG supported
17 of the 52 entries in the race and provided the
services of Busby and Knoop as well, They also
debuted a new P255/50VR16 Comp T/A lire
for the John Greenwood/Dave Heinz/Steve
Millen Corvette protolype which qualified
second to the Baker camp, 1:20.02 1o 1:22.60.

In fact, BFG tires were on the three fastest
qualifiers and the best of the 25 Goodyear-
backed entries was the fourth-gridded Camaro
from Birchwood Racing for Mike Mavrigian,
Dave Weitzenhof, Kip May and Bernie Storg, a

car which was classified as a prototype because

the tires were unique retreads from the Tire
Retread Information Burcau.

Even though Camaros and Corvette held
four of the top eight qualifying spots (the 944s
held the other four), their days would be frus-
trating. Although the weather on raceday(s) was
not early as hot and humid as it was last year,
every major Chevrolet entry soon to have fuel
feed problems with the symptoms being rough
running. Fuel pumps were replaced on a whole-
sale basis, metering units were swapped, gas
lines were back-flushed and tanks were checked
for whatever. The result was the best Cor-
vette/Camaro finish was 18th overall, better
than four hours behind, by the Dick Guldstrand
Racing ’85 Camaro protolype which sported a
new log-and-ram-tube Bosch injection system
that driver Ron Grable said was worth *‘about
50" horsepower over the best "84 Camaro Z-28
setup.

Getting the **Spunky Award™ for the
second year in a row is the SSC Bertone X-1/9
driven by builder Kim Baker, and joined in the
cockpit by John Dinkel and [nnes Ireland. It
finished 10th overall, six laps ahead of second in
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class and for the secomd vear in a row, well
ahead of the best SSB finisher. Its presence in
the SSC class created no smiles among the
Pinto-Capri-Datsun-Mitsubishi competitors
who felt it should have been classed as a
prototype as the SCCA does not recognize the
existence of the Bertone margue in its show-
room stock rules, just the standard Fiat X-1/9,a
feeling echoed by Denver's Jerry Adams who
was on the premises. Regardless, this race is
essentially an SCCA Restricted Regional and
the organizers can write the rules however they
please. ergo, the mere existence of a class for
prototypes of questionable parcntage

The existence of back-up parts cars (is this
game getting too serions?) is now rampant.

Behind the pits was a string of Porsches, Audi
GTs, Camaros and Fiats on jackstands, many
with deales price stickers still on the windows,
ready 1o give up their hubs or spindles or fuel
pumps or batteries to The Cause. As one
mechanic surveyed his Audi GT minus its left
front hub and brake assembly, he noted with a
sickly laugh, ““Pve gotta drive that home (@
Tampa, Fla., tomorrow. | hope we have enough
parts left."”

At the end of 24 hours, the Rick Hurst
Racing SSGT Porsche 944 was a solid second 1o
the winners and first in class, but that was up for
grabs right to the finish as the manpower and
technological inability of timing and scoring to
furnish the announcers of crews with up-to-the-

Foventwal winners Baker, Busby and Knoop shared the front row with the Corvette af Greenwood,
Millen amd Heinz. X

Jim Bushy puts the prototype Porsche 944 tueho through N paces.
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minute information had the assembly thinking
the Porsche was on the same lap as the
American Spirit Mazda RX-7 SE driven by
owner Rich Abbate along with Andretti
cousins, Jeff and John, They raced wheel 10
wheel the last part of the race and the Porsche
sliced through two backmarkers (o take the flag
firest but results showed the Mazda a full lap
down,

Porsche 944s were also fourth and fifth,
followed by the new Peugeot S05 Turbo driven
by rallyist Jon Woodner with veterans Bob
Nagel and Jim Briody. At the start of the race,
the Peugeot sported a genuine *“taxi roof light,
but Briody noted, **We took it off pretty quick
because the Peugeot people are rather staid and
don’t have much ofa sense of humor, We're still
pretty happy though, because the car was brand
new and since it was driven here from the docks
in Baltimore, it got its 1000-milc checkup Satur-
day at 11 a.m, before the race,™

A Mitsubishi Starion Turbo driven by Dave
Wolin, Dave Vegher, Ron Corlez, Miks Ruther-
ford and Bob Sweet (inished seventh overall and
won the SSA class, while the Bertone took SSC
and 10eh overall, followed in 13th overall by the
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SSB winner, the Phoenix Racing Rabbit GT1
driven by brothers William and Phil Pate, along
with Jack Ryan, Tim Elliott and Peter Schwart-
zott, all veterans of Rabbil romping in the Bil.
stein Cup pro series.

What was the general attitude of the week-
end? Try this: At 3:15 a.m. the Brumos Porsche
944 driven by Hurley Haywood, Manfred

Jantke, Joe Cogbill 111 and Bob Snodgrass was
in the pits for suspected valve problems. After
some feverish under-the-hood time with Jantke
sitting patiently in the cockpit, the engine was
fired up and a broken valve was pronounced, A
tired mechanic unfolded himsell o vertical,
tossed a socket wrench in the tool box, smiled
anc said, “10s Miller Time,'" | <Dave Armold

Renault Alliance Cup Round 4:

Rumba Line

OLLOWING THREE frustrating races,

transplanted Englishman John Norris
scored his first Renault Alliance Cup victory,
Norris' Uzeta AMC/Jeep/Renaunlt Alliance
was, by the narrowest of margins, dominani
throughout the weekend as he was able to
quatlify on the pole and kead all 19 laps around
Laguna Seca's nine picturesque cormers,

Despite the absence of several front-
runners, including Ron Cortez, John Willkam-
son, Ken Fairley and Steve Knaub, Saturday’s
qualifying produced the usual compressed
Alliance Cup grid as the top 28 of 40 starters
qualified within two scconds. James Schofield
surprised several observers, including the ultra-
thorough Renault police, by qualifying on the
front row and escaping the usual post qualifying
inspection. One-thousandth of a second back
came Scott Gaylord,

At the drop of the green flag, the equality
of the Alliance Cup cars became evident as the
two rows of 20 ¢ars lormed two great rumba
lines and danced virtually side by side through
steps one-two-three, cha-cha-cha. But on the
way to the treacherous fourth step, some overly
eager dancers tripped and set off a chain
reaction which bumped Schofield completely
off the dance Noor and necessitated a costly
shoe change for Lance Stewarl.

Norris and Gaylord utilized cooperative
drafting to open a small gap on Bernie Store and
Mitch Wright. Fourth lap incidents eliminated
Tom Hughes, Tony Clifford and Didier Torres,
who demolished his racer against the carthen
bank in Turn Four after a promising start,
moving lrom 22nd to 13th.

At the halfway point, the pace car pulled
off and racing resumed. Wright's Cochran and
Celli Alliance displaced Storc for third, who was
passed by Victor Van Tress (Kirby A/)/R) for
fourth. Store battlesd the Barber A/J/R Alliance
of Herb Adams before getting slightly sideways
at the Turn Nipe hairpin and being assisted into
a 180-degree spin by Adams.

Gaylord, unable to slingshot by Norris in
the high-speed sweepers, made several passing
atternpts under hraking for the Corkscrew and
Turn Nine. But Norris, who was in command,
never left the door open and took the checkered
flag first.

Wright linished third to regain sole pos-
session of the series points lead. Van Tress and
Adams followed, both recording their best
finishes in the Renault Cup, as did seventh-
through ninth-place finishers Brad Harward,
Gregg Doran and Win Maynard. Parker John-
stone, points co-leader coming into this round,

was puzzled by his lack of competitiveness and
could only manage [0th. Renault/Jeep Sport's
No. 77 journalist racer, in the hands of San
Francisco sportscaster Bill Orwig, completed
only four laps before exploding the clutch.

Al the post-race impound, Renault’s Jim
Woodward instructed the top four finishers to
remove their cylinder heads. After prodigious
poking and prodding (not to mention inspection
and measuring), all were determined to be legal.

Four races and four different winners.
Who will win in Portland? Non-winners Storc
and Gaylord are hungry. Gaylord's last two
appearances have netted him third and second,
Will his progression continue? John Norris has
new-found confidence and is driving extremely
well, Wright is seemingly always in the hunt.
And what will become of race winners John.
stone and Stewart? Currently, they're sccond
and third in series points. Will they be able to
sulve their problems and return to winning
form? Stay tuned. ~Ray Kong

Renault Alliance Cup Round 4 ‘
Laguna Seca (1.9 miles), Monterey, Calil.
Jure 24, 1984

QUALIFYING (All Renault Alliances)
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