MIDNIGHT MADNESS

3 a.m.: Morrison-Cook vs. Bakeracing,

By BiLL MITCHELL

Goodyear vs. BFG

The Vo 88 Murrisan-Cook Corverle of Don Koowley Hob MeConmell und Jodee Helnrkey sumived the madness to wim the Lowmgest Day

hen was the last time a race had a
four<car incident before the start?
How about one where two cars ended up
in a swarnp? How about ane with a last lap
which began with the leading car and his
teammate betng kaocked off course? Sound
Jike a Formula Fanatic race? Doss the stary
end with the Chiel Sleward putting on
Steward's Stern Face Noo 3 and Lelling every-
one lo put his toys away until he learns to
play tight?
Well, those incidents and more occurred
at the Longest Day of Nelson Ledges, the
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third round of the Escort Endurance sesies,
Corvettes and Porsches knocked sach other
off course before the green flag, not Swifts
arwd Crossles. I was a Dodge and a Camaro
in the swamp, not a Rmm-lrd and a Van
Diemen. The two Morrison Cook Cotvettes
got punted off course a full 24 bours and
928 lags after the first Corvette hit the front
s"a.th tire wall, It was Madness in the
l’sﬂal»on.m;5 Valley.

Sixty-one cars approached the starter at
4 pm. Saturday. Freddy Baker bad his
General Tire-shod Porsche 944 Turto on the

pole alongside KK, Smith in a Goodyear
clad Powell Motorsports Corvette. 'With a
horde of “Veltes and $44s charging into Tum
One, it was anticipated that the inside row
of polesitter Baker, third qualifier Tommy
Archer |Bakeracing Corvette] fitth starter
Bob Strange |Rick Hurst Porsche 824 Turbol,
Don Knowles |Morrison-Caook Corvelte],
ancd Bill Cooper [Rippie-Anderson Corvetle)
would be able ta pin the outside row in the
marbles and selze an mitial sdvantage.
Smith came onto the fromt straight soaner
than Baker, who then appesred to hesitate
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That sct off & chain reaction among the in-
side row which ended with T Archer in the
tires on the right side and Strange off course
on the right. Knowles said he felt “like a
pag-pong ball” as he bounced between cars
in front of and behind him, Both cars con-
Linued, bt it was a sirange start to & 24-hour
race.

The madness was just beginning, Twice
within the first hour rsin dampened the
track, leading to numerous spins. Ron
Grable, as experienced a driver as you can
find in the serics, spun thres times in the
first bour. But the madness was just be-

funeng.
LET ME QUT!

Scoll Lagasse, making his Escort serles
debut in an ROG Corvelte, got first shift. He

The third hour was tough on the front row
starters. Baker handed over to co-driver Ross
Cheever for the second stind. At 5:11 pm
Cheever drove off the fronl straight onto the
graza Lo pass another car. The Porsche slid
into the Ures and flipped oato the track, The
Porsche was destroyed, The Fred Baker
Racing Lruck Jeft the track before dark, their
hopes dasbed in 3 moment's inpelucusness,

Smith's problems were less dramatic and
Jess termissal. The ECM got hot and they Jost
many laps replacing it. The car continued,
but was nvolved in an unfortunzte event
in the middle of the night, Smith spun in
the Carrousel and parked the Corvette an
the tire wall

A wrecker was dispatched to pull it off.

They hooked up and were preparing to
remove the Corvelle when Bob Reed spun

The B4 Motarsports Corvtts and the Carlan Raving Foveche dua! B e rain at Nedsun

completed it respectfully, and then pitted for
fucl and a driver change. Bul Lhe cars were
packed so Lghtly in the pits he couldn't get
the door open. The refueling completed, he
was pushed out and drove a second shift.

“

Fits Good,
Works Great

I n the fourth hoar, the windshield braks
an the Na 9 [CY Racng Mitsubishi Starico.
With o0 spares available, they bocrowsd an
Audi windshield troen the relired Biezer
Raring team. Now, Quattra glass docsn't just
pop ioto a Starian. In facs, it was &1 keast a
couple of inches oo big. But the tesm tyba-
caled some retaining clips, used a Jol of tape |
and ot it 1o wark

"Ansszingly. it fit good and it just worked
gres! said ICY driver Ed Eclandson. The
team ot back in the reoe uod finishad 30tk

and ninth in S84
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off the truck and headed for the group, His
Mazda RX-7 hit corner worker Bryan Bartzi
and knocked him down, bresking his leg,
The Mazds continued on Lo the tire wall,
ending up atop Bartzi. Wrecker operator
Willic Harshrman was also hil and sustained
a possible broken ankle, Smith drove to the
pits and informed the stewards there was
a serious problem on the clreuil. The mes
wias then red-flagged for 35 minutes.
After that incident, the pace car was sent
out every Ume a wrecker was needed.
When the race was restarted, the S8 hattle
was down to three cars the No. 4 Bake
rfacing Corvette of Tommy and Bohby
Ascher, Kim Baker and Mitch Wiright; the
Na 1 Marrison-Cookl "Vette of Knowles, Bob
McCuannell and Jobn Heinricy, The Good-
CONTNUEL ON MGE 64
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SCCA Escort Endurance Cup-—Raound Three

June 28-20, 1986'Nelson Ledges
2 .0-mile course—24 hours
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MIDNIGHT MADNESS

CONTINUED RGN FAGE 51

year-shod Bukeracing car had completed
546 laps at 5 a.m., while the BFGoodrich
cars of Morrison-Cook cach had 545. The
Rippic-Anderson ‘Vette of Cooper/Parker
Johnstone was nine laps back in fourth. The
leading Porsche 944 Turbos were farther
pack, running sixth through eighth,

The lines were drawn: Morrison-Coolk vs.
Bakeracing, Goodyear vs. BFG.

The three-car hattle continued into mid-
morning. Most of the Corvelles were threat-
ening to everheat. Dirt and debris from the
deteriorating track filling radiators. The
Morrison-Cook cars pilted more often to
clean radiators than to refucl, The No. 5
Bakeracing Corvetle was circulating at a
slow pece with overheating problems.

Top fimisher (551 was the Dave Wiolin Mitsubish

T Shaity No. 53 was secund in 554

The Le Taam Haemg Rosche [ABOVE) on ifz way o secand place (v G
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KEN TROMN THOTOS

The Na 1 Morrison-Cook car fell out of
the battle for the lead when the mount for
the steering rack broke, They only lost 33
minutes repairing it, bat it was far oo much
e,

The Bakeracing Corvette survived until
the afternoon but fnally retired due to &
blawn hesd gasket. That left the No. 58 M-C
car firmly in the lead, about nine laps up.

WRECK AND CONTINUE

The last hour always seems to bring ad-
ditional excitement, There were enough
spins that the pace car carne out three Limes
to allow cars o be removed from tire walls
In a sprinl race the dispatch of & wrecker
usually means one less car in the race, one
less car Lo pass. Bul many of these Escort
cars weze pulled off the unbanded Lires and
cuntinued, The walking wounded also came
uut of the pits Lo finish the race.

e

The Woodner-Rarrell Racing Peugeat took urth in SSE

Wi T

LRUPPIEY HEWEET

The fromt straight ot Nelson waz the aight of seweral carfy race imcidents.

The field almost made it to the [inish
behind the pece car. The announcer was
under 20 seconds on his countdown to
checkered when the pace car slid into the
pits and the starter waved the green for a
final Jap of madness

The two M-C cars led inte Turn One
ahead of one of the Powell Motorsports Cor
vettes. What followed might best be de
scribed as a three-rail billiazd shot, The
Powell car hit the Na 1 "Vetle |Carradine
driving), which then collected the leading
N 9B car and all three were off in the grass!

Both M-C Corvettes stageered to the finish
line. The No 98 car won with 529 laps
while the No, 1 car was third at 902 laps.

For Knowles it was & record seventh
career showroom stock endurn victory.

The No 74 Rippie-Anderson Corvette was
second at 916 laps, despite a broken right
rear shock which causod the righl rear
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GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES

was unloaded in @ lefi-hand tun

The Nu 7 Porsche 944 Turbo of Carlsen
Porsche finished fourth with 901 laps. The
Rick Hurst 944 Turbos claimed sixth and
seventh a couple of laps farther back

SSA: MITSUBISHITOYO
The Mitsubishi Starion of Mike Ruther-
ford, Ray Kong Dave Vegher and Dave |

wheel to bounce rapidly every lme that tise '

Wolin won S8 after a batthe with the Team TRELLE .
Shelby Dodge Turbos, The Toyo-shod No, 87 22944 $.8 oo Biid o Bimciow) bon Pruemen
Starion completed 878 laps to 871 for the 430 30 ed Pt Bube v o oyiszoes Radie | YR GUONRGL
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somewhere. It never gol [ixed, but the team sx paL Qe ridin 1+ =n s .90
coped by adding two quarls of oll every 33 L Y e e 13 Ewrs e
hour. That was more fortunate than the No. Jaxm 2 H s R a4 e Sl
52 Dudge. About dawn, Nell Hannemann ZEan 14 N Bk CUSTOM WHEELS
waus running dow the back st{night when | Zeme e R A .&Wl) .:‘:E
he l:ﬂlsldd with another car, Whatever the | et DL L :25;: ::Q SRA®NAL
sequence of events, Hannemann ended up | £ 1 10 e e Lo '\'—/ u32 vang e

sliding across the grass, He hit the tire wall
and completed & 1% gainer over the tires
and into the swamp. He landed upside
down with water sceping into the car.
“Once [ saw the water coming in, T got out
in a real hurry! Hannemann said,

SSB: QUANTUM HONDAS

The Quantum Engineering Honds
CRXSi's finished 1-2 in SSB. The No. 33 car
had a clear run to victory, three laps ahead
of the No. 35 teamn car. The Yokohanss-shod
palr finished 12th and 14th overall, shead
of all the GT cars and all bul two of the ﬁ?
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i MIDNIGHT MADNESS
|

cars Bruce Shorl Donna Sue Landon, Doug
Peterson and Joha Green drove the winning
car. The No 35 car had Lo replace a wind
shield. The plass was removed from one of
the practice mule cars sitting behind the: pits
and the installation completed in 13
minutcs, but it cost them dearly.

The CGJ Racing Scirocco GTX was third
in SSB 13 laps behind the class winner, The
Woodner-Farrell Peugeot was fourth and the
Harvey's American Instrument Nissan
20068X Turbo fifth

SSGT. VALLEY FORGE
The SSGT class deserves the Valley Forge
sarvivors sward, A pair of Porsches finished
| 1.2 on the same lap, but don't expecl bo zoe
the Nao 11 Carlsen Porsche of Paul
McIntosh, L. Bleil and Bruce Maclones on
a Porsche poster at your local dealer, It was
2 welldeserved win since the Porsche 944
started last with no gualifviog time. Bat in

e '.'_t" i e : !

A Very Used Car

he Spotserlarr Recing Camaro has

30,000 miles oo the adometer. The ma-

il'.‘l'_\' of {bal was put on h’)‘ rental drivers at

Nationsl and Reglonal races, and even a few

Dyivers Schoala The car has survived three

ralloavss in its Ife - two in the 1984 Longest

’ Day. It wis originally a Ttop bat now sports

a salid rood, At this year's Loogest Day, the

car's eos ended early when it spun into a
swamp after just 47 laps. —John Ronguis!

the process of comgpleting 835 Laps they suf-
fered a lot of body damage. They linished
16th overall with the bood missing and the
right front fender panel bashed tack to
allow tire clearance,

The Porsche of Le Team Racing was
gacond. Third and fourth went to the Saleen
Mustangs with drivers Steve Saleen, Rick
Titus, Lisa Caccrcs and Alice Ridpath
rotating between both cars The Mustangs
led the class until the 10th hour when the
Leam began breaking wheeis L

Rick Titus, Bon Smaldune and Stewe Saless dvowe ke Saloen Mustang fo fourth m GT
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