ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT

- The SCCA!EScbf"t

uL

: Nights Filled With Stars -

BY MAC DBMERF

hat would you think aboul & series

which has Jody Scheckter, Denny
Sullivan, Al Unser Jr., Geoff Bodine, Al
Holbert, Jecky Tckx, Doc Bundy, Harry
Gant, Pancho Carter and Derek Bedl? Whal
if Gene Hackman, Rober! Hays, Christopher
Cross, Kent McCord. Pecry King, Hal
Noeodbam snd Bobby Carradine raced, to0?
What if they drove Porsches, Ferraris, Loti,
BMW: and Mercedes against Corvettes,
Mustangs and Shelhys?

What 3f they let Volve station wagons and
Cadillic Cimunarcas run, too?

This isn't the Alll'ime AllStar Semis "Jl..,h
Flal-Out Racing Clampionship, Nov is it
Battle of the Network Egns Instead, (Vs the
1985 SCCA/Escort Endurance Champion-
ship. . .coming s00n to & circuit near you

Though some of the details |like a TV
package, &ssoviate sponsors and the sixth
race) of the showroom steck series weren't
final at deadline here's Lhe scoop,

First: the series has & new name
"SOCAEscort Endurane ¢ Championship”
That's OK; the acronym f-"( the old one con-
jured up images of vellow blazers, gold pith
belmets &nd Jim Nabors singing, anyway,
First person to call it "SEEC” has to drve
across Ohlo, Iows or another state begining
with & vowel withost a4 Radar V\dmmﬁ

Receiver,

GOILDEN RETRIEVERS

Next: the new Super Sports class. This
opens the scries up [0 Ferrars with more

30 SPORTSCAR

valwes than the top three finishers in
Showroom Stock B, as well as Lo fouravhes]-
drive Audis, turbocharged Loti and Pursches
with the engloe in the back,

Speaking of classes: Some SSGT cars—
Corvettes and 944 Turbos—are now in
Super Sports. All of 85C is in SSB and there
isn't any SSC.

The Volvo station wagan is in SSB. bul it
must be ruced with a Golden Retricver i
the back.

Ent&nance Cham

plonshlp

[t will be a six-race series. opening with
an April 25 six-hour al Sears Point. It will
vazl Foctland (hwin four-hour races), Nelson
Ledges (24 haurs), Road Atlanta (tentative,
length TBAY, Mosport (12 houes) and Mid
COhio (24 bours).

But the big news is the gala bevy of all-
star drivers,

The man who will be responsible far
much of the paparazzi and the Enterlain-
menl Tonight crew is Steve Beizer (rom

The Corsette and seeral other big-busk exufics now have their cum skzas—Showrsam Stock Super Soria
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Atlants. You can also blame Audi and Valvo-
Line. Driving the Beizer Racing Audi Quat-
os will be: Scheckter, Hackman, Carter
|Banscho, not Jianemy), Cross, Nesdham, Gant
and Olyropic gymnast Bart Cannor.

Holbert, Bell and Tckx will team in a
turbocharged Forsche. Series Communica-
tions Manager Bill King sid the model
number started with 8 nive, but he wasn't
sure of the other numbers, “Kither 44 or 11
or 62 or somethiog like that,” said King, =
stickler for details,

Bundy will team with Bodine and Tim
Richmond in a Corvetle—one with the
engine in the front,

"BACK TO THE FUTURE"”

Oh yeah, most of the guys who won last
year will be back, ton Carradine, Ron
Grable, Don Knowles, John Heinricy, Bob
McConnell and crew will again lead the '85
champlon Morrison-Cook team. Marrison-
Cook's Paul Van Valkenburgh has designed
a refucling system besed on the movie Back
To The Buature. . lap ime is actually faster
when you pil.

Team Shelby, the '86 SSA winner, will
again be led by Jack Breomall and Neil
Hannemann, along with editors of a
magnzine other than SportsCar® SSB cham-
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pion Criss Racing, Charles Guest and Bob
Crizs driving, has staved with Nissan but
swilched a 300ZX and SSA. S5C Champion
Quantum Engineenng, now in SSB with its
Honda CRXs, will again have Larry Cress,
Bruce Short, five-time National Champion
Doug Peterson and Forrula Ford sensstion
Chris Smith belund the wheel. Quantum's
Carroll Smith has the car tuned so that it
actually produces more gas than il uses.
Rumors that Pope John Paul I, Bill Cosby
and Bruee Springsteen would team with
Parnelli Jones, Barncy Oldficld and Thzio
Nuvolari in a Cadillac Cimmaron are totally
unfoundest and likely April Fools' pranks,
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