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PRO RACING '87: ESCORT ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP

76 HOURS

From April In California To October In Florida, Escort Drivers
Battled Downpours, Hungry Tire Walls And Each Other

t began oo s bright, cloudless Apeil moming
in northern Culitornia and epded during
(xtober's waning minutes in the rainy
central Florids darkness, The 1987 SCCA
Escort Endurance Chumpicnship went from
rcean to ocean, from Oregon to Catana to Ohaa,
from Minnesots's Luod O'Lakes to Georgia's
Lake Lanier, The sesson spanned 2 total of 76
racing hours acattered aver seven weekends and
six manths
The 76 hours of racing adced up 1o just over
vne mile shy of GO0 miles, But that's just the
tp cf the timea - and moocy —ieberg Teams with
real chances at winning championships pn:babl(
lested pearly 35 many miles as they raced, with
some test programs starting as carly &3 Janunry
Alsy, it wouldn't be hard for the average tesm's
lurw truck driver to rack up more than baa weeks
pounding the interstutes, Meanwhile, the race
drivers earned tens of thousands of valusble
frequent flyer miles, visited Mlanta's Hartstield
and Chicago's O'Hare several times, and paid
£2.000 or mare in air fares. And then there were
the countless hours spent an oold parage floors
prepariog beforebund apd repairing afterward.

The drivers and crews battled tocrential
downpours. searing heat, hungry tire walls,
proving teck inspectars and cach other. They
burned fingers on hat brake ealipers, blistered
palms va shift levers saashed vach cther's
tenders, und cracked ribs in vicioas crashes
Toey celebrated with champuagoe, beer and
Catorade.

When it was aver, driver, team and manufac
tarer champions were crowned in each of four
&'Lﬁ»tn‘d—n‘ﬂuﬂ}' and Hoblw Archer, Bukgra,c;_ng
and Chevrolet in S5 Rick Tilus and Steve Saluen,
Sabocn Autasports and Ford in GT, Ray Kong and
Mike Rutherford, Dave Walin Tesan Mitsubishi
] Mibsubishi in SSA and Alistasr Oug snd Peter
Schwurtzodt, Phoenix Racing und Volkswagen in
SSE Guedyear wan 1the Lire wars in 58 and 538,
while General took GT wnd Toyo won A.

Haowever, there were g lut mure winners, Any
tesam sl running at the finish of any of the
raves—aApocially the 24 haur mamthons—was
& winner, ns wis soy team Jor teuck driver] that
made 1l seven rwces. The mechanse who got the
brake pads changad or the crumpled fender
straigbtened before the gas tank was lilled; the

Quick pit stops, fresh brokes and convendent
yelow flags were keys to Bakemacing 's domination,

criver who brought the car back in one poece snd
il o the lead Jap and the avorer wha dido't
Iniss & car after 24 straighl bours wers just soae
al the other winness.

50 here's 1o the winners--and Lo those who
had A great ime chasing them! —Moe Deifers

SS

In the Supar Spart clissy, the chsanpoonshin went
to Bakeracing —again. The No 4 Bakeracing Cor-
vette dominated the serics (1oe Scars Paint in
Agril to Sehring in Nowwenber, The saason wasn't
always picturc-perfest and the team didn't win
every raoe, but Hakesacing grabbad the points lead
at the start and held i throaghout the seven race
aerics Sounds easy, doesa't it? Don't helieve § for
a srcand, The championahip was wion 1o Bits and
plears an the sk, in the pits and in the garape

=
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Morrisan-Cook's No. 87 Corvetie nipped at SBakwacing's heels all year, but was stll runner-up,

76 HOURS

(e TR AT

YO stoaleyy s do mske gaickes pit stoges snxd
to always make sure there were fresh hrakes on
the car” said leaen vwner Kim Baleer, It 3550 didys
hurt that the racing God smiled on Bokesacing's
rain Bradry e decsivos and supplied can-
venient w:{hw flags when necessary.

The Nau 97 and No 9% Morrisan Coak Coevelics
nipped at Bakesscing's heels all year long. bal
were neser able o lnkx uver the points lead. Bodly
BrGondrich-shued cars ran 2 goed, condslent
seasan, bus bm.a::i second and third, 28 und 29
points, respectively, behind Hakeracing,

Powell Matorspart’s No 50 Corvetts (Feter
Lixckhurt/Mike Enpelige/Robin Buck/RUK Smith)
ok foustk with impeessive second- and third-
place fimishes ar Sebring wd Mospart. regec-
tively, The General Tire-shod DR, Metorsparts
tesn pat forth a terrific etfort adl year, bus were
pligued by mechanical problems A.m with two

disqual\ fearions—eoe a win and the other &
seeand place—1be tesm was locky to Enish ffth.

PORSCTIE PROBLEMS

Foes by 944 Turboes were conspicuously absent
Iroon Uhe 55 winoer 5 circle. On paper. they shoald
have done much better. However, non existent
lackory suppeet, poar fuel economy and saw
refusling proved fu be msucmountable cbatacles,
Vehen all was ssid and done, Poesche only scared
a measly sowen poiots in the manufacturers cham
ploasiip amnpared 1o the Corvette’s 81

Bakerecing's season started off with an o
herited win at Sears Polnt, Although the 1R,
Maloesparls Corvetse (Ball Cocper Mark Dismnee
Doug Ripple and John Hopdsl| finished four
seconds aheod of Hakeracing s Guodyear-shod
Carvette (Babbhy and Tommy Archer|, it was
disgualified for a modilied fuel Eller.

Frrtland, the shoetest e of the year, was a
na-halds.bassad, (ull-spead-sbead sprint to the
checkarad, Tn ooe of the closest races of the year,
“Don Enowles and Bubby Carradine tonk the

A late sacrifice at Sebring by Parnelli Jones et the No. 19 Saleen Mustang claim the SSGT title.
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MARS weras

AN ) STl

No 99 Moernseo-Cook Corvette to a slim
19 second win over the DR, Motorspocts Coovette
af Caoper and Dismoee, In & Mberace charge, Bab
MeCoomel) sand Max Jones in the Na 87 Morrisan-
Cook car nudged the Archer brothers, running
without power Sovring inte fourth,
BOUNCED AT BRAINERD

The six hour rove at Brainerd was a bad day
at Black Rock. The Archers won the rain
drenched race caly to fall in impound with “an

sake manifold discrepancy! But they weren't
alane. LR, Motossparts was lassed for an Hlegal
cam gear and the Noo & Bafc'.xci"ag car (Mitch
Wright/Shawn Hendncks) was thrown owt for
illegal rocker arms.

When it was all aver, Morrson-Cook, with Joho
Heinricy, Stuart Hayner and Koowles driving, was
wverrded its sacond win of the ssasoo. Bob Strangs
and Price Cohb scoced fourth in the Rick Hurst
Racing Parsche M4 ‘Turba, Porsche's best finish
uf the year.

Both Balteracing Caneties suffered majar framse
damuge in the closing laps of the Brainsrd raoe,
30 the team armved 2t the Mosport 24 hour rone
with unly cne car. Newertheless the Archers, Hen
dricks and Wright deeinated the race ard sailad
through the tach shad, hut not without drama.

NO REST FOR BAKER

"Bvery time 1 chose tiy eves al raght, things stan
happoning.” said Baker. “With a thras- Jap lead,
Ty Archer =3d off the track and hroke hent
or knvcked off meat of the left front suspension.
Luckily there was a yellmw flag at the time” The
crew replaced a part, sent the car out to catch the
pwe car, replaced ancther and sa It went,
Toraughout the flasea Bakeracieg kept the kead,

Ooce yiain, it wass the Toomy and Bobh:.' Shorar
#l Fowd Atlants. Baker s instructans: Just =av in
the bead sndd play it cool. Tommy Archer tare off
# vaive stem and the n:u:hin;b flat tire reschaduled
sl lengthened the third pit =op, buet it didn't
Iisterfere with theis win,

“Mid Obin shauld have been 2 cakewnlk " suid
Baker, “but we blew the racs big tme with two
big Crashes” Opoe ygaan, Baker trisd to catch a
catnap. Hobby Archer trashed the ledt sicdle
araund 1 a.m. and, soon aller that was fixed,
Tammy seraped off 1he right side

The No. 99 Morrisca-Cook Carvelre [Knowles
MeCoanelliCarrndineStrunge) snd the MPS
Maloesprarts Corvetle |Martin DieperinkTD. Cun

'Skawn Hendricks'David Hobbs) fin-
ished first and s=cand, hat af firsl, were dis-
qualified for illegal steering racks. Bakeracing
inherited the win, but the disgaalifications were
overturned twao weeks laler, pulting Bakeracing
back in third.

The champicaship was finzlly setilend Wt
Sebring It was mathemaboally peasible for
Bak:m:in; to lase, but highly unlikely

“Gomg intg Sebring, Marrizen Coak had 1o win
and we had to finash worse than 13th,” said Baker

“'We wera the first car in for raln tires and that
snabled us to sart picking up almast 1 wwconds
a lap Although Peter Lockharl and Mike
Engelage deonse (heir best ruce of the ssason in
tbe Buwell Mideesports Corvette, the car ran owt
of teed five Jups frven the end. Bakeracing toak
the win and 1be champianships, —laura Cuilley

SSGT

Saleen Auteapoets won the SSGT tewn drivers
ard manufacturers championships in (he finsl
race of the scason sl Sebring—tat by only the

CONTINUELD GH PAGE S8
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View From The Back Of The Grid

Ik Tilus culled wp with the desl: B I

cankl et myself to Sears Foinl lor & pre-
Season lest session, ard f 1 didy'l i over
arrtain perts ot my own analony, tbene might
he & ride with fohn Torok's Temn GRR i a
new Ryota Corolia FX16 In S5B, § did, Tdidn s,
ard there v,

Thenk had spent the 1986 Escart sogson with
a Topnta Crdicy in SSB and the FX16 seemed
to have the potential for grester things for
1887, Wil its high-revving 165als, lain-can
engine, fourwheel disc brakes and
chasas, wir lhsught we could give 1h: Hondis
anc Walkawagens a ren for the pria: mocsy.
Drivers would be Toeak, Bobly Woll and me,
We were properly supported, with masor
spansor General Tire yoned by Manree shock
absarbers, Moolgoenery  Ward, TRW and
Sherwin Willinms automotive paints. As parl
of the General Tire offore nur licthe FX16 was
painted Jus Nk Titus' thundering Saleen
Mustang.

Unfartunately, Ut was about as chass 4 Lhe
comparsan gal, Too many teething probloms
ded 1o Beake proslems snd ton much lime in
the pits al sears, wd & finish out of the points
Things ran well ot Poethind and we finished
sixth {0 clwss, but the car was s 1o slow.
The calprit ssemed to he @oess woight in
COMparison to the competitian

Al Bramend Boboy and | tack thwe FX16
while Johin and Teey Swan intraduced the
toam's new Topta Supea Jor 554, Witk
Hrainerid's long stralght the FX16 wag, suily,
the slowest car an by race track. Even com-
plesely unmsected, the Supra quickly shawnd
up ks more competitive in 5S4 than e Car-
olla would ever be In $58, sl su Jubn
switched his attention ta Lhe bigger Gir.

I sluyed hoeme for Mesport 3y fohs, Bobby,
Toery and Mike Weitaos puve the Supra o
crarlitabile run 1o the finiss, [ ulss saved home
far Atlacts, where tha Suprs blew up in prac-

fice aud the tesam had a Jang ride bome.
By Mi-Ohic the Supra was back tagather
und we figared thal with s Bttke Rack we oould
make the top (our or five. Tomy had basiness
pommmitmels 50 il wass up to John, Bobbn snd
miz. It was 4 lony night of travall, wilh Bebby
hercozally kovping the car oo the psyvement
after 2 iassive brake faifure at the vend of the
straight 2ac (he snall crew hesvically keeping
it gamg. | did abourt four bours in 1w morming,
though. and even with margina! brakes no
faurth geas, w deteriorating clutch and
sradunily nising lesperatures, when | Girned
it gver o John gt 1030 [ thought we were
going se make it 1 went to take o sheower and
get ready ta o beck in, and when | g0t back
they tal mic it bud Brally quil rugning and
was parked out an the course The b clatch
had taken the engine's thrust bearieg all the
conneoting rods were beal (ran the crank
shaft moviog furward, and i that weren't
enpagh, 1| had s=ized. 1t went 21 bouss.
Johs and Bebby took the FX16 ta Schring
tur the finale. 11wy =6l slow but e Tnith-
fully ta the cod, juss like 3t abways fud
Like showrcom stock racirg has shvays
been, you by o pik the right car at the right
time, and he<h Ibe FX16 and the Supra wiee
just too heavy 1o be sompetitive. When you
also realize thot Joho was facad with fwe
develupment programs over the summor yo
cin understand why things stretehed o
listla thin, But Tocok is bitten hard: be wants
to da whalever is necaszary fo can ap fronl
and he's dlnady working hand vo plans (o
next vear, And [guarantes you; be works hasd,
You won'l et uny secrels (roen here, bl if it
all camcs twpether as he had tald me, e
weasan wery weell might see Team GRE taking
a view [rom the front of the grid listead of
fram the back.
No one deserves it muee than john,
~Dan Muller

Tom Nields
1887 WESTPRO S)2000 Chamgion

Randy McDaniel
2nd Place 1887 WESTPAC 5/2000

WHAT SECRET WEAPON
DO THESE WINNERS
HAVE IN COMMON?

=TDC
oil pumps

TDC Oil Pumps provide an
ellicient dry sump system that
requires less horsepower 1o
operale. Several designs are
avallable for all small 1o medium
size engine applications.

Call us Today!
We will be happy to discuss
your ofl system needs!

Thalen Design Consulting
10706 Cranks Road
Culver City, CA 90230
(213) 838-6123

TT 7777
ok ///

(312) 634-8200
THE HEWLAND
HOT LINE

Call us first for genuine Hewland
02815 and parts, Wi hawe the largest
SUpply in Amenca. and our exclusive

Fas-Pac 24 -hour parts system ‘
quarantees immediate deiivery.
.ﬁ
S

Sole North Amencan Imperter,

(o))

500 Tower Parkway
Lincolnshire, IL 60049
(312) 634-8200
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76 HOURS

QONTRUED FROM PAGE 3¢

amaliesl msrgin imaginable, Throaghnot the year
SSMOT was a nesr dead=ven hattle between
Porsche 24455 entered by Rick Hurst Racing and
Mpetorsports Internstionsl and the Salesn
AuteaportsGeneral Tire Mustangs

The Poesche 94ds and the Mustangs were

created wory egqual. Al most tracks, there was ks

» thar a sooond difference in lap times. The Farsche
has mare durable brakes ané o much larper gas
tank, which ullows 3t to run about 45 minules
loager than the Kards between pit stops. Howeve,
in many instances, vellow fligs eliminated mast
of that advantage. The Suleen Mustangs were
blessed with enough borsepower and torque ta
sguirt past traffle an the straights The Porsches
tendead to get stuck in slower traffic. Althoagh the
Poesches  shawed comsiderable muscle. the
munbers were stacked againgt them,

The Sadeen Mustangs split the first two wins ; - 4
Liza Caveres ané Dasire Wilson took Sears Point o~ ! v N
in (he Noo 20 car after the Molorsports Inter
natioeml team (of Pacl Brand, Bob Bogan, Scott

SCHALLIE

GInaLD

Uging s Nissan's superior fuel economy, Pombo racked up second- and third-place finishes.

Lagasse and 1Dan #ace] led onch of the race. Sieve
Saloen and Rick '14ws won gl Fortland in the Na
19 Kees Nierop and juhn O'Steen took the Hurst
Foesche (o the Braineed win, which nudged them
Inlo e series points Jesd

STEP UP THE PACR

Brainerd was the warst sace of the svason tor
Saleen

“The No 20 car (Ceosrea'Wilson ) crashed ancd
the Na 19 cur |Saleen!Titus] lost the resr end”
aaid team owner Saloen. We were Dlack-€lagred
and had 1o st out the last half hour, which
dropped us [ram sacond to fifth. That's when |
dazden 1o slep up the pace 2 linke:

The Saleen team showed up al Mosport with
three cars, Pele Halsimes, Soret Pruett and 62 olher
pbaph"_ With rengwed spinil. Salomn Aalosporls
swept Mosport wilh o first (SaleendHalsaner!
Pruett), third (TitasSkester McKitterickDanny
McKeever) and frarth |Caceres/Molly Ellintt!
Duena Sue Gaylard!. Nierap, Mike Beockman and
Juhn Maortan squeszed into secoedd i the Rick
Hurst Poesche.

“The victooy at Mospart was ane of the tuming
poants for ws) said Saleen, 'We came hock froem
aur wurst finish of the year and put together a
three-ear effoct, That's when we learned about
R0 LAy (nAnNpement .

- . . e -

Wolin's Miteutiahvs spent a fof of time in the pite gulping ges, but thay were 80 fast it didn't matior.

At Road Atlanta, Salecs and Titus nraubal the
win in the Nou 19 Seleen also jumped in {he No,
20 car of Concres and Wikson Ao pussed Lhe
Matorspeats Internationsl Foesche an the Jast lap
1o take seeoed, Halsmwer and Drunoy May brought
the: N 9 car in fourth
GENERATION GaP

Bridging the generation jap, velersns George
Tollmer and Parnell: Jones el Rick Titus a2
Mid Ohin. Jerry Titas (Rick = dsd! woo the 1957
Trans Am championship n o yellow Mustang.
Nonw, 20 vears Iater, Rick wis casing in va the
Escoet championship, also in o yellow Mustang.
But the pandulum and the win fell back to the
Rick Hursl Forsche |Nieron/OY Staen/Price Cobb)

“The Poesche neaded to wn that vace and (hey
dixl everything in their power to make thal
hagrpen” sxid Saleen. The Mustangs follawed in
second  |[Cuceres'Wilson/MeKitlerick! . third
|ITitus!Follmer{Jonas] and fifth  (Saleen'
Halsmer!May|

Guing into the last reundup &0 Sebring, the

DB ARDEnRRy



BFGowdrich Rick Harst Raclng Porache 944 had
& owrrow five-point lead over the No. 19 Suleen
Autaspocts Mustang. The Na 20 car was 20 points
back, still mathematically In contentivn

In its best run of the year, the Motorsports
[nternativeal Porsche 948 grabbed the lead |Paul
Brand'Alan  Freed/John Schneider] with Lisa
Caveres und Desire Wilson in hot pursuil. After
36 lups, the fickle finger of fale (licked the Hurst
Porache to the sidefines leaving the tesan unable
o dedend its heoor, This meant 8l the No. 18
Mustang bad to do to clainy the championsbap was
finish fifth or better. But during the Gtk hear,
& broken rear end drapped the Nov 19 Sadeen car
froen a coenfariuble third all the way hack ta sixth
the pasition held by Parnelli Jones in another
Salexn Mustang. Withoat a radia, the challenge
was 10 swilch pusiticns between Janes and the
Na 19 Mustang,

Al literadly the last second, Jones pulled into the
pits and Titus slipped inta Aifth. The team cham-
peanshiy points betwssn Saleen Aulcsports und
Rick Hurst Racing were tivd ut 139 each. But with
thres wins ta Hurst's two, the No 19 General
Tire/Salern Mustuny soxtched the champlonahips
right oot froe ander Morsche's pase.

Lisa Caceres, Desire Wilson and Scatt Pruet
won Sebeing and finished thivd in the teswmn cham-
picaship, oaly six points back. The N 9 Saleen
Mustarg dide't start the sesson ant] Mospart, bat
still took fourth, Not bad st all.

Major mechanical failures kept the Motarspoets
Internntional Torsche oul of the winner's circle
until Road Atlanta and Sebeing (Th= taam actaally
thought 3t had wan al Sebeing, but the final results
bad it in secand. ane lup behind the Naw 20, With
all 5 troables. the Porsche 544 finished fGfth in
the leam chympionship, three points behind the
No. 9 Saleen Autosports Mustang, —{Lawa Culley

As the olticinl “okd guard,” Dave Welin's ‘leam
Mitsubishi was cast us the heir apparent to the
TORT 55A covan. The team ddo't disappoint
anybody, Ray Kong and Mike Rutherfard
dominuled the class all y=ar. With wins at Sears
Point, Poetland wind Mosport and secands at
Brainerd, Rasd Atlants and Mid-Ohio, the Toyo
Tire No 87 Team Wolin Mitsubishi Starico ESR
Lawept the tesm driver and mesuésctarers cham
pinnships 88 clesn us 8 whistle
30, 55A was o lot closer than it looksd.
Fepe Foonbx's Nissan 500ZX and the Steve Beizer
Sparts Audi Custtrus threatened {0 usurp the
threos with any Mitsubishi misstep,

Pamiba' s General Tire Nissan geoorally sufferad
a twa-seccad deficit in lap times. Bul comparned
to the Nassan, the Mitsubashi wonldd sack the g
credit card right aut of Wolin's wallel. Fomba
could race a full 20 minules lompger on & lank of
fuel The Mitsubiishis woukd baild up 3 wior, com-
fuctable Jead, caly to lase it in the pits

Porcbe and Larry Heedricks wsed that fued
veonomy to take a second sl Porlland. Al
Brainerd. Pombhe and Sooft Hendricks ended
Mitwabishi's victery rall by a naroos nine-seced
margin cver Kang and Rutherlord Ron Jubnsan
und Scott Sharp jined Fombo and Hendricks for
8 vecond at Moesport and o tird st Mid-Ohia
Inomicadly, Poenbo and Hendricks kast to the Audis
Al Sebring because of a last minute fuel slop

Huwever, while Pomba and Ca were recking
up sevonds and thirds, Knng and Ruthedlord were

=

HAYASHI RACING

HR 401

HMRE PERFORMANCE, NC. EXCLUSNE NORTH AMEFFRICAN IMPORTES
ANDO DISTRIBUTOR OF HAYASHMI RACING FERFORMANCE WHEELS
177408 MITCHELL * 1IRVINE, TA * BE2714 (714) 474.7373 [800) SR8-44a51

o, P
FERODO FERODO
e Sl

“The Source For All

““" FERODO Brake Pads

FOR SAME D&Y SHPMENT GALL:

_-':fo::.‘- g St -.:;:E;b'.
— FERODO
WL IMPORTER » DISTRIBUTOR e
775 W. 1th Street, Unit Q, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(714) 548-4470
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GOoODFYEAR

@ Sport

Phoanix Recing’s Yolkswagen G71 16V fook SSB with its just-night powerdo-mileage ratio.

76 HOURS
5501\&0

salting away firsls snd socoods The Rumbo sang
Nissan finished second in the feun standings

END OF THE LINE

Mosport was the end of the line far Misubishi
one-iwy Emiskes, John Narris and Chares Downss
were halding down secand in the 1eam champioo-
ship guite micely after a scoand at Scars Foint and
a third at Brainerd. Then, Dommes crslcn! heavily

—

2B ESCORT 2| 8
’ ]

ul Megpoet, Greshing the car and o few of his nbs.
Noeris conlinwel, sharing driving duties with
Kang and Rutherford, and collectod encegh points
in the vest of the senson bo fish Chird in both
the team and drivers chanpionship

Then theee were the Aud 3000 Turbo Qruattras.
Froen (he slart, Walin felt the Goodyesrshed
Audis wonld be g factor, but the shreat didn't
oalerinlive vatil Jube in the season. 1§ Audis had
baen able ta turn on the heal enrlier, we might
be talking about anather s of chumpions.

The Audis were as quick ss we were and had

SIRIPET. TS

Team Monda did everything possible to baat the Volkswagens, but the braaks just didn’t go its way.

40 SPORTSCAR

“according o Bill Pate,

VIAKK MR MIOTOS

about the same luel coonomy’ smd Wolin
However. they b » varicly of add difficulties.
Michael Hoppeo und Gene Felton toak thirds at
hath Sears Point and Poctland, Johe Buffum and
Robhie Unser took the whesl at Brainerd, but
could only manage a fourth, After skipping
Muospart, the Audis took advantage of a newly
allowed suspension upprade and came back with
a vengeance ¥t Kosad Alanta

"Our strong poinl has seser been Rood Atlants
and 1 was prepared (o pive it 1o Fepe)” said Welin,
“Than it rained. Husley Hayweed in the rain in
a four-wheslérive Quatlm Is presty much
unheatable combination.” Hoppen and Haywood
{Stewe Beizer Sports] 1ook the Raad Atlanta win.

AUDI STRIKES AGAIN

The Audis strock agsin s Mid Clva with Felion,
Hoppen, Buffum, Joa Woodnes and Jeff Andretti
all driving cn the Steve Beisor teans. Sebeng also
belonged to the Quattros, Felton ard Doc Bardy
took the win and Hoppen and Haywood fallowed
to complets the ope-two panch.

The secret to this yesr's SSA hattle is clear. For
six ot of seven races, Ray Koag, and Mike Ruather-
ford fimished vither first or second. The Team
Woalin cars were ready 1o 90 &t Scars Peint and
never ket 5o of the reins until Sebring when the
result was no Jonger in doakt,

“Even with the best preparabiea, we still have
disasters, which just shows you that preparativo
n't adl there is 1o it sasd Wolin. “Ouar win at
Seurs und s Postland gave us 2 pretty good pomts
lead. Yellows i along when we needed fuel
and Pombo bl 10 pit under the green. We won
at Mosport pol becsuse we did 5o well, but
because everybady else fall apart. Mospurt wis
a dissster for everybody but ua From there vn,
it was all downhill"” —Lare (.'Ml'A'-e,-

SSB

To say thal the 19687 SSB Escort Endurance
Champiveship wes close |5 an understatement,
There was mare room i 2 can of sardines. And,
coovner of the
champsanship-winning Phoenix Racing team, the
determining faclors in the champiooshap were

‘perseversnce wnd & litthe bis of luck

Phoenix Racing returned ‘to the Eswoct Eo-
durance series with a vengeance in 1987, fully
prepared o ke oo the 1566 S5B Champion Team
Haonds, With twa arand new 16 valve Volkswagen
Galt GTIs and Vahmline sponsarship, Pheenix
Facing hil the ground running. The Volkswagens
pulled ofl the champlonship - bat anly after the
fut beowdd belled aut the last charus

“leam Honda certaamlby didn't roll over and play
desdd. Graing into the Last race at S=bring, the No
39 Phoenix entry and the No, 64 Team Hooda
CRX S were deadiocked for the team champion-
ship at 118 peints each. In the SportsCar Drivers
Cup slandings, anly two points ssparated Lance
Stewarl and Mark Walocatiuk Team Honda! and
Abssir Osg and Peter Schwartzett [Phoenix
Racing]. In the manufacturers hattle, Volkswagen
Jed Honda by eight poinis

"It was an absolutely dead-even season,” sod
Pate, “The Handas had advantoges and we had
advantages. Ouars turned out greater a1 Sehring.
The mapor differences betwieen the two cars were
horsepomer, wedght and fuel eoonomy. The
Volkswsgen Gall GTs b imare horses ang more
weight. Theeefore, v lasd of fieel lasted anly two
hours and 35 minules, while the lighter
Hondys CRX Sis raced as Joog 2 three hours and



30 minutes before refueling. Although marginally
quicker than the Golf GTIs the Nissan 2006X
Turbxes cnly got less than one hour and 45 minutes
between fuel stops.

*Since moce than o tird of the Escort series was
ran In vankos jevels of min, wet doiving ahility
Wils Baramont

W e exoellent muddens” saad Pate. “Alse, the
Goodyears were the superior rain tires.'

Plagued with iggling problems all sexsan, TC.
Kline Rucing (Volkswagen Golf GTI) and Pearson
Raing (Nisssm 2006X Turbe) finished consstlent Iy
in the points, taking fifth snd sixth, respectively,
in the team ﬂhmdmga

Oag and Peter Schwartzott sturted off with a
win in the Ny 39 Golf at the Sears Foint ssason
cpence. Hot on their heels were Stewart,
Welocatiuk, Dunna Swe Landon and Broce Short
the Na 63 Hoody, Pariland ves 2 tass-up between
Steswart und Wolocatuk in the No. 63 Handa and
Rill Pule and Kurt Mathewson in the Noo 41
Pheenix Galt GTI. Team Honda wea in the plis

"They out-strategied us said Pate, W pot in
a full tank of fuel and they pul in just eovugh to

finish the race

At Bralnerd, ‘e Honds [StewarsWolocativk
and Daug, PelorsonFarker Johnstone] scored iss
seoand win with & ooetwo finish. With sheer
determination uid two bent race cars, Phoenix
Racing touk Frst snd sepand ot Mospart.

“The Mosport master,
crashed the Na 39 car into the fence in front of
God and everybody an the pik straight” said Pate,

We spent 45 minuies repadring that car. Then
Phil (Pate} nalled the pusrdrail wilh the No. 41
car. We pever really gof it fixed, but we figured
ot hos o make iL woek and ran the Golfs down
ta the frewall  Bill sand Phil Pate, Jack Broomall
and Schwartaolt (ool the win in the Noo 41 car
with Qug. Beoomall, Mathewson and Jack Ryan
fallowing in seoond.

The final bowr of Road Atlanta turned into a
Cinderella story for Kline wrsd Ben Burrell in the
bosrowed Phoenix Racing hack-up Volkswagen
GTT Owg wnd Schwsrtent! had a darvdy duel going
with the Hoolss unlil they blew a shock shsarber
in the closing hour: Sburtly thersafter, Stewart and
Weulocatiuk were black-Bagged for 2 dangling =3

Peter Schwartaonl,

haust and the Eline Volkswagen swepe thnough
Ron Haase and Ron Lauzn linisbed second in
the Ne. 64 Honda.

Team Handa |Stewsrl/LaveonScott Gaylord!
WolocatinkMark Mischell| won at Mid-Ohlo wilh
Phoenix Racing chasing in second and third (No.
39, Pate/Pate’Mathewsan and Noo 41, Oap/
Schwartzott/Mark Behm|.

Wiz did absalutely sverything we aoald da, but
we just coukdn't casch them,” sald Fate. "I was
tantalizingly close!

Tu this peant the season hod been * Onward
Through the Fog'* perseverance for both teumns.
At Sebring, it was shear luck.

"Ihe critical factor for ws at Sebring was when
Qag, and Schwartzott picked up a lap under the
yedkow s said Pase In the final clinch, Phoenix
20! the breaks and Team IHanda cidn't. Oag and
Sclvwartzott swapt the board with the win and the
tesun, drivers and manufocturers championships
in the Pheenix Racing No. 39 Golf. ‘leam Honds
tuck sevand and fourth with the No. 41 Phoenix
cur sandwiched in third. Only & scant 26 points
separated the top four cars —Lawra Cuiley
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Escort Endurance Championship
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