The Sebring Escort Race Had More Tricks Than A Dozen Witches
And Enough Treats For The Greediest Goblin

BY WILLIAM C. MITCHELL AND SUSAN RAFFAELE

alloween is the traditional time for

trick or trest, and the Qct. 31 Sebring

Fall Feslival SOCA Escort Endurance

race had more tricks than a dozen
witches could brew and envugh treats
to salisly the greedicst goblin. It was
a night full of surprises, surprises that grew
stranger a: the clock approached the
witching bour that would end the six-hour
race, the Bsoort season, and a remarkable
chapter in the history of the Clevrobet
Corvette

Trick: Parnelli Jones has been winning
championships in Ford Muslangs for 20
years, and be played a crucial role in win-
ning yet another one at Sebring. But never
before in Jones' great career has he helped
win a fitle by parking his car,

Bakeracing's Goodyear Exglas gave them an
odge on a ralny Hatowsen night. The
feam ook the lesd two laps from
the finish of the six-how race
1o win.

Treat: Jerry Trhus won the Scbring Trans-
Antin & yellow Ford Mustang 20 yesrs amo.
This Halloween night, Rick Tilus, son of the
‘67 Trans-Am champion, also won = cham-
pionship in & yellow Ford Muslang with the
assistance of his father's former teammates,
Jones and George Folimer.

Trick: The Powell Motorsports team
brought an lmpressve new lelemetry
system 10 Sebeing, The system allowsd it to
manitor and record all the functions of the
Corvelle's engine contrel computer in the
pits, The Powell crew was able to count fuel
pulses and carefully study fuel consump-
tion. The Corvette was nearly dry when Il
crossad L finish Hoe just after the six-hour
mark. . however the checkered flag had
not waved because the first place Bakerac-
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ing Corvette had crossed the line Uiree
seconds before Wie six-hour limil, That
meant one mere lap for the Powell
Motorsporls Corvette; a lap it dida'l have
enough fuel to complets,

Treat: Chevrolet Corvettes have won
every SCCA Showroom Stock endurance
race ever held. Next year, the Corvette will
likely move inlo & new $1,000,000 spec car
serics and leave the Fscorl Endursnce
Championship behind

SS

The tried and true Bskeracing team made
history al Sebring by winning the st Escort
race that will =ver be won by a Corvelle.
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CONTINLIED

The formal announcement wasn't made
until the viclory banquet. but everyone had
heard the rumors that the S8 class would
be eliminated for next year and the Cocvette
moved into its own spec car series, IL was
bittersweet news for the big teams with tire
contracts, hecause the new series will guite
likely require & spec tire.

It was those very teams—Bakeracng
[Gondyear), Morrison-Cook (BFG), D.R.
Motarsports  |General] and Powell

Motorsports (Goodyear|- thal dominated
the Sehring six-lour, Don Knuwles started

from the pole in the Morrison-Cook car he
shared with John Helnricy. Mark Dismore
and Bill Cooper were in Doug Rippic's
Genersl Tire Corvette, and Mitch Wright
ond the Archer Brothers were in the
Bakeracing car. But as the afternoon mist
marned to evening rain, the Goodyear-shod
cars moved Lo the front of the pack. The
ick tires. . .whoops, | mean the stzect-legal
high-pecfosmance tires shaved to racing
depth, are faicdy equal, But when conditions
turn wet, the Goodyear Eagles lake the
Corvettes home the guick way. The
Goodyear intermediates were even quicker
than the competition's wet tires in condi-
tions that called for full wet tres

The race came down to a battle between
Bakeracing and Powedl Motorsports: Tommy
Archer was cruising in second n the
Bakeracing Corvetts, confident the Powell
var would have to stop for a splash-and-go
fuel stup—but it dido't, Archer finally took
the lead halfway around what should have
been the last lap, But his charge had gotten
him to the startfinish line at 5:59:57 and the
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starter did not wave the (lag. That final lup
was too much for the Powell car it sput-
tered to a2 stop leaving the Bakeracing
Corvetle the only car to complete 118 laps.

The No 97 Morrison-Cook Corvette com-
pleted 117 Lups to finish third hehind e

win for Saleen.

fourth in the General Tire/DR. Motorsports
Corvette despite an off-caurse excursion.
Cooper left the pits after & rouline pit stog
wilh new brake pads He tested the brakes
and they worked, but when be neoded them
they weren't there and he was launched
through the air into a fence. Cooper limped
beck to the pits ta change a flat right cear
tire before re-entering the race,

The Oliver Racing Corvelte of Paul
Dallenbach, fohn Fuchs and Scott Gaylord
finished fith [t was Oliver's best Escort

* finish 2ud made Scbring a one-Uuongh-five
Carvelte sweep.

Bob Strange gave the Rick Hurst Porsche
q44 Turbo & final shot at glory. He ook the
car into the lead twice, bul never led 2n
afficial lap, The first time Strapge took the
lead, Don Knowles repassed him on the
<ame lag, Strange took the lead again by out-
hraking Knowles in Turn 13, oaly to have
the cexnter pull out of 3 wheel in Torn 14.
The Strangefohn O'Steen 944 Turbo retired
after 71 laps while the Na. 80 Molorsports
International car of Ken Williams Bob
Bogan, Don Parr and Pat Pasley was out
afler 68 laps. -~ Williars C. Mitchel!

SSGT

The Saleen Autusport Mustangs swept Lhe
SSGT class at Sebring: winning the race and
clinching driver, team and manufacturer
titles. The team title went to the Na 19

Powell car. Dismore and Cooper were  Saleon Mustang driven by Steve Saleen and
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Rick Titus, but the key (o victory was get-
ting Parnclli Jones off the track.

With half an hour to go the No 19 car
was sixth, one poéition behind the finish
they needed 10 take the championship (rom
the No. 45 Rick Hurst Porsche 944 |whick
wis parked after 56 laps following an off-
course excwsion that damaged the under
side of the carl, The No. 19 car was five laps
out of fifth following a rear end replace-

Saleen Mustang driven by George Follmer
and Parnell: Jones. If that car was parked,
the No. 19 Mustang would move into fifth,

The radios were 1ol working so the crow
began to signal Jones to pit. But the Saleen
team has found one problem with Parmelli
Jones. They can't get him out of the car. The
problem Grst surfacod at Mid-Olhio in the
lonely bours before dawn. Jones was just
getting into the swing of things when the
creaw had Lo explain that there were pules

fimiting how many hours a deiver could
spend i the car. At Sehring, assorted pit
bxxseds; and franti: waving failed to pet Jones

‘into the pit. With every lap the situation was

getting more crucial. Finally, the crew con.
vinced the starter o black flag Jones and
then the crew waved him to a halt before
the start'finish line (the Saleen pits were
bayond the Uoe). The result was that the Ny
19 car finished fifth with 107 laps and the
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ment, But the fifth-place car was the No. 9

.
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Nu 8 var gixth with 106, Had Jones crossed
the finish line, the SSGT championship
waukd have gone to Rick Hurst's Porsche
leanm.

The it plece gave the No 1% car 139
points, egual to the No. 45 Forsche. But the
Muzstang wan thres races to two for the
Pursche and that was the tie-breaker

Third und fourth in SSGT went (o the
Drsve Wiate Racing Parsche 9445 of Bob and
Bubby Akin. Dave White and Arl Pilla

~William C. Milchell

SSA ut Sebring was a lot like the 19308
radio show “'Lights Out” at least for the
winuing Beizer Audis While doving the
wanming Noo 3 Audi, Doc Bundy bumped
inte samenne (or something) on the dark,
sogpy conrse and knocked out the right
front Lght Inexplicably, the light bar went
oul later. Teammate Gene Felton was left
Lo fod has way around for the fingl two and
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128 SPORTSCAR

Phoanix Racing fed Yolkswagen's onsheught st Sebring.

a half howrs with only the left headlight that
wiss also fading tast, In victory circle, Fellos
claimed he was oul there just having fun!
An obviously plegsed Buady ruefully
acknoavledged this was his fest visit to any
victory circle this year.

The second-finishing Noo 2 Audi 5000
Quattro, driven by Michacl Hoppen and
Hurley Haywood, suffered oven worse in
the darkness With Hoppen at the wheel in
the closing hours, the Audi began baving
charging svstem problems. Finally, on the
last turn of the Jast Lap L was Lights oul. But
TMoppen groped to e finizh lie 1o second.

Prpe Pombo came Lo Sebiring fresh from
the Vilvoline Runoffs where he bad takea
the S5A National Championship o his
Nissun 300ZX. With just over a hall Lour
lx g, Pombo, who was co-driving with
Larey annd Scott Hendricks, had the lead and
A dry gds lank. A tinal pit stop with only
15 minutes left on the clock allowed the
Awdis ta ger by

The Autosport South Acurs Legend,
driven by Rich Lee, Jerry Lustig and Ken
Payzon, finished 2 respectablie fourtl:
without benefit of third gear

————
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Disqualification
Reversed

Bdm: the Sebring race, Meenison Cock
snd MPS Motarsports, whach were dis
qualitied frem the top two pasitions 2t the
Miul-Ohio Escart race, were reinstated by 1l
SCCA Pro Racing Court of Appeals Both Cor-
veles wore onigioadly disqualifed for illegal
aleering rucks, However the appeals court
rtled that the racks were “parfectly legal” foe
the Fecurl Endurunce seriss,

Dave Wolin's team clinched every
available SSA Escort Enduranees title at Mid-
Ohio. The manufscturers crown went to
Milsubishi, the team championship to the
Nu. 87 Starion, and the drivers title to Ray
Kong ard Mike Rutherford, Still, Wolin was
looklng lo Sebring for & winning end to a
wiliung season.

Bul this hope wis dashed just one hour
ielo the race when the fusl line broke on
the No. 87 Mitsubishi and the car was
forced into the pits with flames licking the
engine compartment, No 87 rejoined the
fray with some now hoses and electzical
parts, anly to be slowed later with Loter-
cooler brouble. Kong and Rusherford had to
seltle for fifth spat in SSA. - Suson Raffaele

SSB

The wes conditions at Scbring made a lot
of drivers and crews very apprehensive.
Peterr Schwartzott and Alistair Oag, however
declared the rain was the best thung that
could have happened for the Phoenix
Racing tesm. The Goadyear-shod Phoeaix
Volkswagen GTIs performed well ia the
wet, taking first and third in SSB. [n fact,
the team didn't even switch to rain tires
until the Last hour and a halfl of the race.

Althaugh Schwartzott found the course
reflectars very disorienting in the dark, he
did find his way to the checkered for the
SSB win. Phoenix captured the SSB tcam
championship with its win after coming to
Sebring bied with Team Honda in the
standings. Schwartzott and Oag claimed the
drivers title.

The Hacker Brathers Raclog Team also
put its bwo Volkswagen GTls L Whse twop five
The Hackers tried an expechment with a
new brake pad compouwnd What turoed out
to be & fsilure. The Na 0 and No 07 pilots—
Puul Hacker Bob Henderson, Rick Jackson
and Tom Marx—found themselves pumping
their brakes in every (urn, and with
Sebring's 17 turns they gol their fair share
of leg cxerclse. Despite the problems, the
team finished thied and fifth.

The only spoiler in the Volkswagen 55B
romp wes Team Hondsa, which finished
fourth and sixth. The waliant effort by
drivers Lance Stewart, John Green, Mark
Wolocatiuk and Norris Rancourl was ol
enouph 1o take the manufacturers Gile out
of Valkkswagen's flam grp. —Susan Raffawie



